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ASSESSMENT REPORT 

OF TKI 

MAIDANI TRACT 

OF THE 

JAMMU TEHSIL. 


CHAPTER I. 

Descriptive. 

1 . The Jammu Tehsil last came under settlement some 26 years ago. The assess¬ 

ment proposed by Rai Bahadur Lala Xarsingh Dass, Settlement 
Preliminary. Officer and Captain Kaye, Settlement Commissioner, was sanc¬ 

tioned by the Durbar for t£n years from Kharif 1953. 

During the interval whifih has elapsed since the last assessment was announced 
that portion of the tehsil which lies iffljnediately below the hills has been entirely 
transformed by the opening of the RanbTr panal in 1964. It was felt that no great 
advantage was to be obtained from assessing the prStarious new cultivation in the hilly 
tracts of the tehsil while the eanal irrigation of the more valuable lands was as yet 
undeveloped. Accordingly reassessment was postponed and the to'iginal term of ten 
years settlement has been automatically extended to twenty-five. 

After a preliminary revision of the records in S. 1973 the resurvey of the tfthsil 
was started in earnest by Rai Sahib Pandit Ram Dhan, Settlement Officer, in S. 1974. 
Fair progress was being made when it was found necessary to obtain the assistance of 
the Rai Sahib for assessment work in Kashmir where he had previously worked as 
Settlement Officer. He was absent from Jammu during the hot seasons of 1975, 1976 
and 1977 in which time he tarried out the assessment of two tehsils in Kashmir. His 
absence undoubtedly bad an adverse effect on the work of survey, which was further 
hampered by the recruiting campaign in 1974 and 1975, by Census work and by 
the severe drought of 1977. The resurvey of the Kandi and Pahari tracts is not yet 
complete, aud until the new survey is ready it is impossible to estimate the increase, if 
any, due to extended cultivation in these mountainous tracts. 

The submontaue villages have however been completely resurveyed and it is now 
possible to present a detailed report on this tract which will take into account the 
development of canal irrigation and the rise in the price of agricultural produce. It is 
also unfortunately necessary to estimate do less carefully the yearly increasing loss to 
the State aud its subjects owing to the erosion of valuable land by hill torrents, and the 
damage to crops caused by herds of nilgai and wild cattle. 

The reassessment of the Kandi and Pahari villages will be dealt with in a separate 
report. 

2. The Maidani tract of the tehsil, with which this report will deal, consists of 203 
villages comprising the western and southern portions of the 
tehsil and includes mauza Nauabad, the Maidani land of 

Jammu city, the capital of the State. The Chenab forms the western boundary of the 
tract, while to the south lie the adjoining villages of the Sialkot and Sri Ranbirsingh- 
pura tehsils. On the east is the Samba Tehsil, and to the north the high lying portions 
of the Jammu Tehsil at present excluded from the assessment. The tract has a general 
slope from north-east to south-west, and is traversed by the Tawi and numerous hill 
torrents which find their way into the Tawi or Chenab. The soil is fairly deep, but in 
parts is saudy and full of stones. The villages near the Tawi and Chenab are highly 
saturated 


Situation and boundaries. 
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3. At last settlement the unit of survey was the karam of 52£ inches which gave 
. , , . a C/iilki Ghumao equivalent roughly to ‘633 of an acre. In 

view of the changes brought about by the introduction of 
caual irrigation, and in order to bring the measurements of the tehsil into line with 
the neighbouring tehsils of Samba and Sri Kaubirsinghpura, which havo been recently 
resettled, it was found necessary to remeasure the entire area, with the karam, of 66 
inches as the unit of survey. 


The tract, thus re-measured, consists of 69,800 acres or 109 square miles against an 
area of 71,618 acres or 112 square miles reported at last settlement. The difference, 
apart from what we may hope, is due to more accuiate measurement, is accounted fgy 
unfortunately by diluvion and erosion caused by the Tawi and mountain torrents 

The total area given above includes State Eakhs in charge of various departments, 
land belonging to tho Private Department of His Highness and to State Departments. 
The assessable area is G1,G08 acres of which 37,407 acres are cultivated 


4. The tract includes a certain number of estates which are at .present unirrigated. 

Physical features-Means But, as it is expected that irrigation will be extended in, the 

of irrigation. near future so as to reach , . eu these villages, the tract may be 

considered as fully irrigated. The means of irrigation are, however, of great variety. 

The main block of regular caual irrigation lies to the south of the Eanbir canal 
main line and to the west of the Tawi, water being, i/jp-pliod by distributaries Nos. 1 
to 8 inclusive. A certain amount of canal ‘4'lfgation is done by means of distributary 
No. 9 on the left bank of the Tawi. In addition to this main source of irrigation there 
exist many old channels from the Chenab and '1’awr, some of which are arranged for 
solely by the zamicdals themselves, while others are managed either by the Canal 
department oi by the zamindars, assisted by a small establishment under the orders of 
the Wazil i Wazarat. The Canal department also controls irrigation from some drain¬ 
age channels, the water in which is supplemented by escapes from the canal or from 
percolation. 

The supply from the main Kanbir canal and distributaries is regular and on the 
whole plentiful, though the old irrigators complain of restricted irrigation. The old 
zwmindari kuhls from the Chenab under the management of the Canal department 
give less trouble thau the zamindars will admit. 

Irrigation by the Tawi kuhls is less satisfactory. The sudden Moods of this 
capricious stream often destroy the. heads of the kuhls and the zamindars 
have difficulty in repairing them. On the other hand the red silt of the 
Tawi is of far greater value to the soil than the white sand deposits of the Chenab. 


lreos aid vegetation.— 
Kakhs and Ujara. 


5. The most notable and, sad to relate, the most unfortunate feature of the tract 
is the number of rakhs and betas in existence. The belas of 
the Chenab and Tawi, rakhs Nagbani, Lalial, Badhial 
Brahmunan, Dhatrial and Gadigarh (to mention the largest 
of them) are the bane of the local agriculturist. These belas and rakhs contain 
Kikar, Palalia, Vaua, Shiskam, Phulai, Shnrin, mulberry and varieties of brushwood 
and their grass and grazing facilities are no doubt valuable. But they are strictly 
preserved by the departments in whose charge they have been jdaced, and the 
villager obtains no benefit in the shape of fuel or grazing. On the contrary the 
herds of nilgai and wild cattle, to say nothing of jackals, foxes, porcupine and pig, 
hamper cultivation to an extent which baffles description. The evil is no new one, 
nor, unfortunately, is it confined to live Jammu Tehsil, though the damage in Jammu 
is the more marked in contrast with the possibilities of agriculture in a fully 
irrigated tract with a large market close at hand. Nearly 30 years ago Sir Walter 
Lawrence wrote * Anyone who has seen the wretched cultivators looking on their 
crops destroyed by nil, gund and pigs, who hasfseen them crouching at nights in the 
cold winter round a miserable fire, and has heard them all night long, trying to scare 
off these useless enemies of cultivation would be failing in his duty if he did not warn 


'Note on the Assessment Report of the Sri Panlitsinghpi.ra tehsil, 1895 A.D. 
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the Durbar that the time has come for the choice of Uvo alternatives either destroy th& 
nil, gvMd and pig or let the whole country gradually relapse into a huge Shikargah. 
The measure is called for alike by consideration of revenue and of justice to the 
people. Every year will see a falling off in the prosperity of the Jasmergarh and 
Kathua tehsils. So do I foretell a tailing off in revenue in the Ranbirsinglipura 
Tehsil.” 

In the following year Major Kaye wrote of the Jammu Tehsil. * 

«The nil and gund is the first subject brought in conversation by cultivators 
in the vicinity of these raJchs and has and will have a most important influence on 
the revenue assessment. The State Council have permitted the destruction of pig 
and buck and the removal of these pe 3 ts of the cultivator will depend only on 
the energy of the zamindar. But nothing has yet' been done to stop the ravages 
of the cattle mentioned, the nil and the gund" 

Rai Bahadur Lala Narsingh Dass was of opinion that all ralchs should be given 
out for cultivation, as they are not really required as reserves. 

Although the nuisance of pig and deer has been diminished by the orders issued 
in 1890 A.D., the damage caused by nilgai and wild cattle has, as may be imagined, 
increased many fold during the lapse of years. The night re-echoes with the cries 
of the villagers and the noise of their guns as they try to scare off the four-footed 
marauders. Even so the damage in some, villages is estimated at about one-half 
of the crop, while the least carelessness may result in the total destruction of the 
crop in a single night. It is a thankless task to re-assess the land revenue and the 
abiana on canal lands if any increase is to be countered by the well founded plea of 
the revenue payer for remission of the enhancement. 

The removal of the animals is the complete remedy. But if this is impossible 
the State must either allow the rakhs to be broken up and cultivated, or mud face 
the expense of defending the existing cultivation by walls, ditches and barbed wire. 

In villages at a distance from the rakhs, where the ojara (damage by wild 
animals) can be guarded against, fruit gardens irrigated by canal water are grow'ing 
up. Mangoes are plentiful, and there are mauy flue pipal and bohar trees. Owing 
to the strict preservation of the rakhs the rattle are very largely stall-fed, and wood 
now being scarce, the dung which should be manuring the ground is burnt as fuel. 

Mention should be made of the useful thatching grasses found in the tract, such 
as kharlcana and Icahi. 

6 . The population of Jammu town in 1921 was 31,506, and of the adjoining 
Communications and Satwari cantonment 2,969. The Jammu market can therefore 

n>ark«v easily absorb all the surplus grain and other produce of the 

tract. The Railway from Sialkot to Jammu runs through the southern portion of 
the tract but most of the traffic is by carts on the roads from Jammu to Samba, 
Jammu to Aklmur and Jammu to Sialkot, or by camels, ponies, mules, donkeys and 
oxen. The lianbir canal is also open for navigation throughout its length from Akhnur 
to Jammu, and carries much merchandise. 

7 . At last settlement the Jammu Tehsil was divided into the following assessment 

circles :— 

Assessment Circles. 

Circle. No. of villages. 


Pahari 

<1* 

... 

... 

... 

67 

Drun 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

23 

Kand i ... 

■ • « 

... 

... 


42 

Bharrari 

« • • 

... 

... 

s •• 

79 

Andenvah ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

124 




Total 

... 

335 


Paragraph 12 of Review of Assessment Report of Jammu Khss, 1800. 
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The tract at present dealt with contains the following villages of these old circles :— 
Circle. No. of villages. 


Kandi 

Bharrari 

Anderwah 


8 

73 

122 


Total ... 203 


The introduction of the Raubir canal has altered the irrigation conditions of the 
tehsil to such an extent that it is useless to continue the old circles. The present 
Maidani tract now under discussion has however been divided into three groups :— 

(a) Nahri estates, 107 in number, in which the water supply is controlled by tho» 
Irrigatiou department. 

(i b) Abi estates (62) in which irrigation is from zamindari lcuhls taking off 
from the Tawi or Chenab, or utilizing surplus water from other irrigated 
lauds or from streams. 

(e) Barani estates (34) wholly dependent on rainfall. 


The soils as entered in the revenue papers at this settlement under the sanc- 

„ . , tion of the Settlement Commissioner (No. 169, dated the 

Classification of soil. 

8 th January 1918) are:— 

Irrigated . Unirrigated. 

Chahi. Sailaba. 

Nahri. Hail. 

Abi. Gora. 

Warhal I. 

Warhal II. 

Rakkar (Thangar). 

Add hail and gora with irrigated soils where necessary. 

These soils may be thus defined. 

■Ohahi. —Regularly irrigated from wells either constructed of masonry or other* 
wise. 

Nahri. —Irrigated from the Ranbir canal, by lift or flow. 

Abi. —'Irrigated from springs or perennial streams or by lcuhls taking off from 
these springs or streams. 

Sailab. —Land moist from rivers or streams, 

Qora. —Soil near the village abadi or scattered huts on which the refuse of the 
adjoining houses is thrown. 

Hail. —Manured soil. 


Warhal I.— Soft loamy soil which yields one crop every year, or two successive 
crops in two years. 

Warhal II. —Soil which yields a crop every other year. It is generally stony 
and sloping and lies on the outskirts of villages. 

Rakkar or Thangor.— Inferior to Warhal II, yielding a crop once in three or four 

harvosts. 


Maliari. —Soil used for vegetable crops. (Subsequently added to the classification). 
For assessment purposes the following soils are dealt withj:— 

1 Nahri. (Hail or Gora). 


2. Chahi "I 

& f 55 55 

Abi. ) 

3 . Sailab and Warhal I. 

4 . Warhal II and Rakkar. 

5. Hail and Gora. 

6 . Maliari. 



SHOWING ASSESSMENT CIRCLES 
OF 

THE MAIDANi TRACT OF TAHSIL JAMMU 

Scale 2 miles « 1 inch. 
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REFERENCES 

Ng 

NAME 

1 

OLD CIRCLE 

2 

BHARRAR1 

3 

andarwah 

4 

K At4 01 

5 

NEW CIRCLE 
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The more detailed classification which finds a place in the records will be utilized 
for the purposes of distributing revenue over holdings. 

9. The rainfall of recent years as recorded on the gauge at Jammu, and on the canal 
gauge at Raipur Domana is given in Appendix A and is com¬ 
pared with the rainfall recorded in the adjoining tehsils of 
Samba, Sri Raubirsinghpura, Akhnur and Sialkot. 

The average annual rainfall recorded at Jammu for the last ten years is 37*06, 
ranging from 62 84 in 1917 to 21*49 in 1920. The distribution of rainfall is however 
n ost uncertain, and in this fact lies the justification for the introduction of canal 
irrigation in a tract where the average rainfall is so high. It is all the more incum¬ 
bent on the canal authorities to bo careful that they do not injure cultivation by over¬ 
irrigation when the seasonal rains are in excess. 

The average Kharif rainfall is 28*80, and for the Rabi harvest 8*26, but a Kharif 
rainfall as low as 15 inches was recorded in 1920, and in the Rabi of 1910 the rainfall 
was only 1*45. On the other haud in 1917 the Kharif rainfall was 55*49 and in 1911, 
15*34. 


CHAPTER II. 


Fiscal History. 


10. The account of the early revenue arrangements given in Major Kaye’s Review 
of the Jammu Tehsil Assessment Report (paras. 18—21) may be 
briefly summarised. 


Early fiscal history. 


In Sikh times and during the early days of Dogra rule the revenue was fixed by 
Kunkut (appraisement of the standing crop). This system was succeeded by Batai, 
a definite share of the produce being taken by the State. In 1917 Sambat a rough 
cash assessment was made, and in 1926 the first assessment based on the principles of 
cash assessment in vogue in the Punjab was introduced, amounting for the whole tehsil 
in land revenue only to Rs. 2,02,654. The calamitous year of famine 1934 Sambat 
broke the spirit of the people and led to the flight of many asamis. Assessments were 
again revised in 1939 and in 1914. In 1950 when Rai Bahadur Lala Narsingh Dass 
commenced the first regular settlement the demand when shorn of jagir and muafi 
grants, and irrecoverable arrears was Rs. 1,90,026 for the whole tehsil. 


The demand for the tract now under discussion which was announced iD 1952 was 
Rs. 1,61,011, an increase of 11*8 per cent, on the old assessment. The Kistbandi of 
1977-78 shows a demand for the tract of Rs. 1,55,913. Against an increase of 
Rs. 1 , 266 - 11-0 on account of alluvion and assessment of chaku must be set a decrease 
of Rs. 5,113-5-0 to diluvion, Rs. 880-9-0 due to land acquired for canal and Rs. 371 due 
to land acquired for Satwari cantonment. The demand for 1977-78 includes an amount 
payable to the Canal department by means of book credit representing that part 
of the irrigated assessment imposed at settlement to which under the orders of the 
Durbar conveyed in Chief Minister’s letter No. 9693, dated the 10th April 1912, the 
Canal Department is considered entitled for their services in supplying irrigation. 
This amount varies from year to year, the average of the past ten years being 


Rs. 24,886. 

In addition to the book credit described above the average demand of the last ten 
years on account of abiana for irrigation supplied to land in the villages of the tract 
which was not irrigated at settlement amounts to Rs. 25,893. 


The demand on account of land revenue aDd canal abiana at present therefore 


stands thus :— 


Rs. 


Land revenue (including abiana payable to the Canal Deparment 

by book credit; ten years’average Rs. 24,886) ... ... 1,55,913 

Abianct otherwise charged (ten years’ average) ... ... 25,893 
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Exclusive oi canal abiana the present land revenue only amounts to Rs. 1,31,027, 
The average total demand including abiana is Rs, 1,81,806. 

Excluding the Xauabad area the figures are as follows :— 

Rs. 

Fixed land revenue demand (excluding abiana by book credit 

and otherwise assessed) ... ... ... ... 1,30,004 

Fluctuating abiana (10 years’ average .collections including 

book credit on land at abi rates) ... ... ... 49,876 

Total ... 1,79,880 


.vvrears 


11. It is unsatisfactory to have to put on record that the lax revenue arrangements 
of the headquarters district during the last fifteen years are res¬ 
ponsible for a very large outstanding account. Arrears shown as 
outstanding in the tract now under report amount to the very large sum of Rs. 55,661-7-10. 
Of this Rs. 15,163-0-9 is on account of revenue due for Rabi 1965 and previous years, 
and Rs. 40,498-7-1 for years subsequent to that date. These sums do not include 
suspensions of revenue for the Kharif harvest of 1877 and the Rabi harvest of 1978. 

In regard to the first item of Rs. 15,163-0-9 it appears that Rs. 3,154- ; 9-0 has been 
held to be recoverable, and recommendations to this effect have cither been sanctioned 
or are being forwarded. 


The remainder Rs, 12,008-7-9 is held to be irrecoverable and will be reported on 
accordingly. 

The existence of arrears dating from more than 12 years back is highly discredit¬ 
able to the officers of the Revenue department. 

The larger item of Its. 40,498-7*1 calls for close attention. The Settlement officials 
who have attempted to clear this account (as well as the account before 1965) report 
that Rs. 23,022-14-7 has been held to be recoverable and that steps are being taken to 
recover the amount. 

A further sum of Rs, 12,873-12-0 is under enquiry by the Revenue department. 
I have separately recommended that these enquiries should be transferred to the Settle¬ 
ment department. 

In regard to the remainder, Rs. 4,601-12-6 is said to be irrecoverable. Recommend¬ 
ations for remission in respect of Rs. 450-7-6 have already been sanctioned, Rs. 1,265-14-0 
have already been reported for remission, aud Rs. 2,885-7-0 will be reported on shortly. 

In view of the large sums involved it is inadvisable to ask for general sanction to 
remission in this report. Separate action should be taken on the recommendations 
as they are sent up. 

The existence of these heavy arrears is due primarily to sheer laxity on the part of 
the Revenue authorities of the Jammu district. It would appear that no attempt has 
been made to grapple with the outstandings either by collecting arrears or obtaining 
orders for remission. The revenue suspended in 1965 and previous years should have 
been dealt with long ago. It must also be borne in mind that much of the land in the 
Jammu Tehsil is owned by officials, either retired or. still in service, or has been sold or 
mortgaged to powerful Ahlkars and money-lenders. It is difficult to say with any 
certainty at present how much of the total arrears is due from these owners and mort¬ 
gagees who are perfectly well able to meet the demands they evade. But the amount 
is considerable. It is impossible therefore to conclude merely from the heaviness of the 
arrears that the assessment has pressed heavily on the people. In manyjcases the very 
laxity of the revenue arrangements has been the cause of embarrassment to Lambardars 
and revenue payers. But certain cases of genuine difficulty undoubtedly exist and are 
usually traceable to ujara. 

So much for the arrears of land revenue, an account which is in itself a sufficient 
indictment of officials one of whose chief duties is the collection of revenue. But there 
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is a further item of abiana which the Revenue authorities are called upon to collect on 
behalf of the Canal department. To an enquiry from the Canal offices whether t ere 
were any arrears of abiana outstanding, the reply was received that they had no 
information, but that the Revenue authorities would be able to say how much the out¬ 
standing amounted to. The report received from the tehsil shows that a sum o 
Rs. 43,430-7-6 has to he recovered on account of abiana . This amount is emg -lives 1 
*a'ted,’and no details can be given as to the sum considered to be recoverable or other¬ 
wise. From the appearance of some items it seems that the tehsil authorities have not 
even taken the trouble to get the necessary book credit arranged from the Beienue 
department to the Caual department, and other items are probably adjustable by inter¬ 
departmental transfer. The utter slackness of the work is deplorable. 

Although it is customary to blame the revenue staff for lapses ouch as have been 
described, and rightly so, still we cannot avoid the reflection that more satisfactory 
results might be attained if the officials of the Canal department showed a somewhat 
keener interest in the realization of their dues. 


CHAPTER III. 


Hkneual Statistics. 

12. The classification of soil at last settlement differed from that now adopted. 

The Ranbir canal was not then in existence, but land was entered 
Statistics of area. ^ nahri if irrigated from kuhls taking out of the Chenab or 
the Tawi. In the present settlement the term nahri is confined to the irrigation by 
the Ranbir canal, while the land irrigated by kuhls from the rivers has been entered 
as abi. Any comparison of soil areas is therefore entirely misleading. But the 
changes in the main features of the tehsil may be gathered from the following 
figures:— 
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Total cultivation. 


At last settlement ... ... ... 41,165 

Current settlement ... ... ... 38,105 

It will be seen that the total cultivated area has decreased by 3,000 acres or 7 
per cent. This.decrease is due to diluvion, to land being taken up by the Canal 
department or for the Satwari cantonment and to the growth of rakhs. 

Tim, Ranbir caual has naturally thrown most of the wells out of work. In the 
remainder the depth of water has beeu reduced by 3 feet owing to the rise in the spring 
level due to canal irrigation. 

Against the reduction in the total cultivation may be set the very substantial 
increase in the area irrigated of 7,613 acres or 49’2 per cent. The additional security 
thus afforded to the agriculture of the tract is an achievement which redounds to the 
credit of the Durbar. 

The statement that lack of wood has necessitated cattle dung being used as fuel 
receives some confirmation from the decline in the area recorded as manured whether 
irrigated or unirrigated. Allowing for difference in classification there appears to be 
a real diminution iu the mauured area. 
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13. The population of the tract which in 1911 was 35,727 (exclusive of Jammu 

town) was in 1921,—39,980. The population per square mile of 
Population. cultivation is 670 comparediwith 563 in the Sri Ranbirsinghpura 

tehsil, 662-5 in Samba and 692-9 in Sialkot. The figures, indicating as they do a 
substantial increase in population, would be quite satisfactory were it not for certain 
considerations. The Census of 1921 was taken in a year ot unprecedented drought, 
and it is notorious that a large number of persons came with their cattle to the canal 
tracts. The enumeration of population carried out by the settlement, shows a decrease 
on the figures of 1911, and it is certain that epidemics of influenza and malaria have 
taken considerable toll of the population in the last 10 years. On the whole, how- 
ever, there appears to be no deficiency in agricultural labour. 

The tract is predomiuent.ly Hindu. Brahmans are responsible for 25"7 per cent, 
of the land revenue, Rajputs for 3-2 per cent., Manilas, Chib, Langeh, Charak and 
other tribes of Rajputs stock 23"3 and .Tats for about 10 per cent., Khatris, Mahajans, 
Gujars and Arains are increasing their holdings. 

The tenants are a comparatively large class and are chiefly Brahmans, Gujars 
Arains. 

14. The annexed statement is of great interest as showing the changes which 
Cultivating occupancy. have taken place in ownership and tenancy of the tract. 
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lu 1952, 44-3 per cent, of the laud was cultivated by the owners themselves, 16-7 
per cent, by occupaucy tenants, mostly paying cash rents in terms of the land revenue, 
while 39 per cent, was cultivated by tenauts-at-will chiefly paying baiai rents. Even 
at that date the proportion of proprietors who cultivated their own lands was 
small. But in the period between settlements the self-cultivating owner has sold 
so much of his land and so many owners have parted with their occupancy rights 
that the proportionate distribution of land between self-cultivating owners, occupancy 
tenants and tenants-at-will has been entirely transformed. Only 30-1 per cent of the 
cultivation is now held by owners cultivating with their own hands. No less than 
22 per cent is cultivated by occupancy tenants, and 4 7*9 per cent, by tenants-at-will. 

The state of affairs illustrated by these figures cannot be lightly passed over. 
The introduction of canal irrigation has no doubt attracted capitalists by the jtromise 
of enhanced profits from agriculture. On the other hand the owner, worn out with 
his constant struggles amongst the damage caused by the animals from the rakhs 
(Ojara) has been not unwilling to sell his land, in spite of the communal feeling in 
villages against transfers to outsiders. More instances than one can be cited where- 
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the vendee is now even more eager than the original owner to get rid of what he once 
considered a bargain. 

Some owners, more especially those of the Rajput class, for whom agriculture is 
either impossible or unattractive, when service in the army or at the Jammu court 
can be found, have not hesitated to dispose of their occupancy rights to Grujars or 
Arain tenants. It should however be noted that the large area of 8,417 acres held by 
occupancy tenants includes 2,390 acres owned by the State and cultivated by occupancy 
tenants who pay land revenue and malikana only and are thus practically inalguzarj. 
This State area is only 95 acres more than at last settlement so that the increase of 
occupancy tenants in land privately owned is still very great. 

The average size of an owner’s holding is 14 acres over the whole tract, 18-acres 
in unirrigated villages and 13 acres in irrigated. A tenant’s holding averages 
1J acres. 

15, The total area which has changed hands since settlement by sale (not including 
Trans furs and im- re-sales) is 6,319 acres. As might be expected more than 
secured debt. half of these sales occurred inlands now irrigated by the 

Ranbir canal. Less than one-third of the total sales were in Abi villages, the sales in 
unirrigated villages being comparatively small. True agriculturists only bought about 
one-fourth of the total area sold, the remainder passing into the hands of individuals 
whose livelihood does not depend solely on agriculture. 


The total area mortgaged since settlement is slightly larger thau the area sold, 
the proportions in the various groups, Nahri, Abi aud Barani, being about tbo same 
as in the case of sales. 

But this does not disclose the whole history of the area transferred. Occupancy 
rights in 1,272 acres have beeu sold by the owners, aud in 616 acres the occupancy 
rights have been mortgaged. True agriculturists bought two-thirds of the occupancy 
tenancies sold. 

To sum up, 16*5 of the total cultivated area has been sold, and 17*5 mortgaged, 
while similar figures for transactions in occupancy tenants amount to 3*4 and 1-6 
respectively. The proportions are very considerably higher than in Sri Ranbirsingh- 
pura where it was considered nocessary to introduce the Laud Alienation Regulation. 
The circumstances of the two tehsils ure not however identical. Although indebted¬ 
ness plays a large part in bringing about these transfers in Jammu the original 
cultivators are being gradually supplanted by a more hardworking and healthier 
stock. 

The estimate of unsecured indebtedness is high, nearly Rs. 32 per holding, as 
against Rs. 13 in Sri Ranbirsinghpura. These estimates cannot under any circum¬ 
stances be relied on. But the tendency of the ordinary landholder to exaggerate his 
poverty is here counter-balanced by the anxiety of the Rajput owner to conceal it. 
Judging by these somewhat uncertain figures and the number of transfers it will not 
be wrong to conclude that the population of the tract has Dot been proof against the 
temptations to incur debts which every large town affords to an unthrifty rural 
population in its vicinity. The burden of ojara and the unhealthiness of the riverain 
villages are no doubt contributing causes. 


16. The figures given in the statement (No. II (A) & (B) ) regarding cattle show a 
decrease in the number of bullocks and cows, but a large 
Cathie and plough*. increase under the head of young stock and buffaloes, the 


latter being kept in increasing numbers by all classes. The cattle of the tract are 
poor, ill-fed and ill-cared for. They are chiefly imported from the cattle fairs of 
Gujrat, Sialkot and Amritsar. But the climate and the stall-feeding (chiefly Parali 
(rice straw) in the canal villages) does not suit them. The increase in the price of 
cattle and the constantly recurring necessity of replacing the losses from epidemic 


disease and unhealthy conditions are a heavy drain on the resources of the cultivator 


and a main cause of indebtedness. Cattle locally bred are comparatively few but on 
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the whole live longer than the imported animals. It is suggested that selected bulls 
lor breeding purposes be kept at suitable stations in the tehsil. 

The number of ploughs naturally shows a decrease, but it is probable that this 
is temporary and due to the recent prevalence of foot and mouth disease, and to the 
drought of the last two years. 


^airy produce is no doubt yearly more profitable, especially to the GujarB. But 
all classes keep buffaloes and share to a greater or less extent in the resulting profits 

17. Apart from agriculture the main source of income is service, either in the 

Miscellaneous income. Army ° r the P ° Uce ’ 0r do ™ estic service and dail J labour 

the town of Jammu. Profits from livestock and from pack 

animals (ponies, mules, camels and donkeys) are also considerable. The estimate 
given by the late Settlement Officer, which is certainly moderate, shows a total 
miscellaneous income roughly equivalent to the land revenue demand of the tract 
including the fixed Abi demand (para. 10). 


CHAPTER IV. 

Chops and Their Yield. 

18. The following six harvests were selected as the basis of the assessment for the 

Harvestsjselected for tract under report. Their nature is given below :— 
statistics. 

Kharif 1975.—Owing to insufficiency of rains sowings were late in unirrigated 
villages but the favourable rains in July and August were helpful. The 
peasantry suffered from seasonal diseases. The crop was, however, average on 
the whole. 

Rabi 1970.—There were no rains in October and November and sftwings were late in 
Barani lands. The irrigated plots were usually sown in time Influenza 
visited the tract and prevented full attention being given to agriculture. 
The harvest was below average. 

Kharif 1976.—Sowings were late, and heavy rains afterwards damaged the crops. 
The harvest was below average. 

Rabi 1977.—The season was favourable, and the harvest above average. 

Kharif 1977—The harvest was average in lands near the river but was a failure in 
Barani villages. The irrigated villages had bumper crops. Tho harvest 
may be considered above average for the tract. 

Rabi 1978.—Irrigated and moist lands had crops a little above average, unirrigated 
crops were a failure. The harvest for the tract may be taken as an 
average one. 

The Kharif harvests of 1976 and 1977 were rather above the average and that of 
1975 considerably below. The Rabi harvest of 1977 was good, of 1976 average and 
that of 1978 much below average. 

19. It is interesting to compare the figures given in Statements YII and VIII 

Crops at last scttl“- ( A ) aad ( R )> which show the average area of Kharif and 

meat and now. Rabi crops during the years 1975—77, with the only figures 

available for last settlement—those for Kharif 1951 and Rabi 1952 which I have had 
collected from the old records. The total harvested area which in 1951-52 was shown 
as 44,368 now appears to be only 36,630. This is accounted for partly by the decrease 
in the cultivated area (3,000 acres) but very largely by the enormous difference in the 
estimates of crop failure. In both harvests of 1951-52 only 272 acres are shown to 
have failed, while the present yearly average of failure is as much as 9,012 acres, or 
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About *0 per cent, of the total area sown. The actual area sowu is now larger than it 
was in 1951-52. 

It is quite evident that crop failure was not recorded so carefully in 1951-52 as 
at present. But even allowing for a more accurate record in the present settlement 
it mud be admitted that the main cause of crop failure has been intensified in the 
course of last 25 years. If damage was caused .by ojara in 1952 it is certainly very 
much greater now, aud the present deductions for kharaba cannot take account of 
damage done after the (Jirdawari inspection is completed. 

The harvested area of the Kharif crop is now approximately equal to that of the 
Rabi. Rather loss dhan appears to be grown than at last settlement, but in view of 
the considerations mentioned already too much stress need not be laid on the differ¬ 
ence which is less than 250 acres. There has been an increase in the area of maize 
and wheat, but much less bajra, barley and Ooji is grown than formerly. On the 
other hand more sugar-cane is grown and the increase in the cultivation of melons,, 
vegetables and garden produce is marked in the vicinity of Jammu, and even in 
villages more remote from the capital. 

20. Owing to the introduction of regular canal irrigation the cultivation of the 
System of culti- tehsil has been modified since last settlement. Villages which 
Tatl0n formerly depended for irrigation on cuts from the rivers now 

receive irrigation from the Ranbir canal. Thero appears to bo some ground for the 
complaint that the present irrigation is not so timely or plentiful as the irrigation of 
former days. This complaint will be dealt with later. On the other band the Ranbir 
canal has brought irrigation to villages which never enjoyed it before. 

A marked development of recent years has been the great increase of vegetable 
production in lauds near Jammu. A plentiful supply of manure is available, though 
more costly than it was formerly, and the brick making industry which is a marked 
feature of the tract immediately below the town ou the south and west has levelled 
ground which was formerly barren hillside. Potatoes, peas and all varieties of country 
vegetables arc raised in greater quairtities every year. The number of fruit gardens 
has also increased. The vegetables and fruit find ready sale in Jammu. 

This feature is not confined to Jammu and its immediate vicinity. Carefully 
guarded vegetable plots and gardens are to De found even in the more distant villages, 
and arc likely to increase in number. 

The cultivation of dhan is carried ou in plots reserved for this^cereal year after 
year. The outturn is said to be decreasing. The Ranbir canal water, coming as ifc 
does from the Chenab, deposits only sand, whereas the Tawi water brings with it rich 
fertilizing silt of a reddish colour which renews the soil. It is not encouraging that 
the Tawi silt has of recent years lost its character to some extent, and in some floods 
deposits only sand. This can only mean that the stratum of red soil on some hills 
has boon entirely denuded, another instance of the damage caused by the denudation 
of the lower-hills, 

Dhan is sometimes succeeded by a crop of Q-oji and barley, and wheat is grown 
after rice on heavily manured rice-lands, but the outturn is poor. 

After a crop of sugar-cane the field is frequently left fallow, and then succeeded 
by cotton or sugar-cane or if a fodder crop succeeds a sugar-cane crop, two fallows 
are allowed and then wheat is sown. 

Cotton is generally preceded and succeeded by a fallow. Maize is followed by 
wheat and sometimes by Toria, barley or Masar after which a fallow is required. 

The crops on the better Warbal soils depend on the rainfall. Not more than 
one crop in one year, or two crops in two years can be produced. The capricious 
character of the rainfall gives long enforced fallows. The inferior Warhal II can 
only produce a crop every other year. 
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21. The percentages of the principal crops to the total area sown are 
summarised in the table below and compared with those of 
the Sri Ranbirsinghpura tehsi) and with those of last 
settlement :— 


Principal crop3. 


Tehsil. 


PERCENTAGES ON TOTAL CHOrs SOWN. 



I)han. 

Mai*e. 

Wheat. 

Barely 

Goji. 

Sri Kanbirsinghpnr.i 

13 0 

3-9 

32-9 

7-6 

2-3 

j *ow 

17 9 

8-S 

23’2 

6-4 

3 8 

iramu \ At last settlement 

18 7 

66 

21 8 

15 5 

13S 


The decrease in the less valuable crops of Goji and barley and the increase in 
maize and wheat is noticeable and is due to the introduction of regular canal irrigation. 
The decrease in the area of dhan is to be regretted. The rice cultivation should 
have been maintained at least at its former level. The figures for the present 
settlement include dhan grown on land previously unirrigated so that the decrease 
of dhan in villages formerly irrigated is very large indeed. It is no answer to the 
complaints of the old irrigated villages of the Jammu Tehsil to point to the increased 
area of dhan in Sri Ranbirsinghpura. 

22. A fair number of crop experiments were conducted by the late Settlement 
Officer and his staff. But the results are apt to give aa 
f " exaggerated idea of the real produce obtained. Crops under 

experiment are always guarded from ojara with special care. Crop failure has 
been fully recorded. But even after the girdawari inspections damage is caused 
by ojara, so that some further allowance has to be made. In fixing the rates of 
yield given in Statement Nos. XII and XIII, the rates adopted in the adjoining tehsila 
of Sri Ranbirsinghpura and Samba have been used a? guides and the results arrived 
at by the late Settlement Officer checked by reference to the two Settlement Tahsildttrs 
who have been employed in the tehsil for several years past. The yields finally 
adopted are in nearly every case higher than those originally proposed by R'&i 
.Sahib Pandit Ram Dhan. 

The yields adopted at last settlement for Jammu were considerably higher 
than those which have since been sanctioned in the Sri Ranbirsinghpura Talisil as the 
following figures for the principal crops will show 


Irrigated. 

MaCSDS PER AORl; APPHOX1MATR. 


Dhan. 

Maize. 

Wheat. 

Jammu last Settlement) ... 

18 to 19 

i2 to 13 

10 to 11 

Sri Ranbirsinghpura ... ... 1 

15 to 17 

10 to 12 

84 to 10 


The soil of Sri Ranbirsinghpura is on the whole better than , that of Jammu 
and the ojara much less. It is true that Mr. Talbot, the Settlement Commissioner, 
considered the yields assumed in Sri Ranbirsinghpura as moderate. But it is 
difficult to avoid the conclusion that the yields assumed by Rai Bahadur Lal.a 
Narsingh Dass were an over-estimate, and must be reduced. It must also be 
remembered that the canal irrigation of the present time differs from the irrigation 
given from the rivers to the land recorded as Nahri at last settlement. The 
complaint of the. cultivator is that water is not given as freely from the canal 
as in the old days from the cuts taking out of the river. And it is certain that where 
the Chenab water of the Ranbir canal has been substituted for Tawi irrigation 
the yield is diminished. 

The rice of certain villages in the tract is famous for its quality. The varieties 
which supply the cultivator with food are of ordinary value. 


The yields assumed range from 14£ maunds on the best irrigated and manured 
land? to 12£ on ordinary irrigated Nahri and Abi fields. 












13 


Maize .—Most of the maize crop is consumed by the cultivator himself, little 
being left for sale. The white and yellow varieties are commonly grown. The 
yields assumed range from 11| maunds (for the best irrigated soils and about 9J 
on ordinary irrigation and the best unirrigated land near the villages, to 8 maunds on 
ordinary Warhal and 6 maunds on Warhal II. 

Bajra ,—This crop is less grown than formerly having been discarded in favour 
of maize owing to spread of irrigation. 

Sugar-cane,— The inferior varieties of sugar-cane, hatha and tareru are grown 
in the villages. These are of poorer quality than the doulu grown so largely in Sri 
Eanbirsinghpura. In the NauaOad (Jammu) area and in large villages like Kahna 
Chak more ponda is being grown year by year. Not only is it valuable for sale as 
a sweetmeat, but is less liable to ojara, being protected by its thicker rind. The 
value per acre may be taken as Rs. 40 in the villages and in the Nanabad area. 

Vegetables ,—As already mentioned vegetables are grown increasingly. For 
ordinary villages produce Rs. 2> may be assumed as the value per acre. In Nauabad 
the value may bo taken as not less than Rs. 25. 

Cotton.— It is not an important crop, being consumed chiefly at home. The crop 
suffers much from ojara, Rs. 20 per acre on irrigated ranging to Rs. 10 and Rs. 8 on 
•unirrigated soils may be assumed as the value per acre. 

Wheat. _The crop is increasingly grown, and on it the cultivator relies for the 

payment of the land revenue. The yields assumed are 8f maunds per acre on the 
best irrigated soils and from 6| to 7£ maunds on ordinary irrigated fields. On the 
best Warhal the yield of wheat in a year of good rainfall is higher than on ordinary 
irrigated laud. The benefit of irrigation, of course, lies in the security of the crop. 

Barley and Ooji .—The outturn of barley and Goji is better than that of wheat 
But the prices realized are, of course, much lower, and the area under barley and Ooji 
has decreased since settlement. 

CHAPTER V. 

Pricks. 

23 The enquiry into prices was conducted by the late Settlement Officer on the 
usual lines. He has shown the prices paid to zamindars by Sahu- 
f ' ricd8, hare, and those recorded in the State Gazette at harvest time 

for the last 24 years, i.e., up to and including 1977, and has compared them with the 
prices assumed at last settlement, and with those assumed in the adjoining tehsils 
which have recently come under assessment. The retail prices obtaining in the bazar 
.are of course much higher and are of no use for assessment purposes. 

Thero is no doubt that present prices are far in advance of the prices obtaining at 
the last assessment. But a glance at the figures for the last 24 or 25 years are a warning 
against too rash assumptions as to the permanency of the present dearness. For 
instance the high level of prices in the first five years of the series (1953— 58) was not 
maintained in the succeeding five years. In assuming prices, on which to base the 
assessment of the next 20 years, too much stress must not be laid on the present results 
of war, drought and scarcity. 

The late Settlement Officer decided to adopt uniform prices for the tract under 
report and I think his decision was justified. I doubt, however, whether it iB necessary, 
as proposed by Rai Sahib Pandit Ram Dhan, to assume that 25 per cent of the culti¬ 
vators disposed of their produce at the low rates which their Sahukar creditors allowed 
them while the remainder sold at harvest prices. The prices adopted for the purposes 
of the half net assets estimate are at best an assumption. They must always be below 
the prices actually obtaining at the moment in order to allow a margin of safety in 
case of a sudden fall in the market. The assumptions now made appear to me to allow 
sufficiently for the indebtedness of the landowning and cultivating classes. 



14 


It may here be noted that the prohibition against export of food grains from Jammu 
introduced by the Harbor in A.D. 1915 and still continued does not appear to have had 
any real effect in reducing prices. It is unlikely that great quantities of grain are ever 
exported, and the enforcement of the prohibiton is in any case a difficult task. 

The prices assumed for the main staples are compared with those assumed at 
last settlement ip Jammu and in the adjoining tehsils recently assessed. 


Prices in annas per maund :— 



Dban. 

Maice. 

Wheat. 

last Sattlernsnt 

1* 

18 

21 

Samba, 1314 

34 

27 

34 

Ranbirsinghpura, 1916 

32 

26 

-34 

f Sahnltar's books, 1953—1977... 

40 

40 

4g 

Average ••• j Gazette p r j ceg 1953—1970 ... 

41 

42 

61 

Assigned ... 

40 

40 

go 


CHAPTER VI. 

Rento, Kami* Dues and Half Assets. 

24. From Statement X it will be seen that tenants-at-will cultivate 17,617 
acres or 46'2 per cent, of the total cultivated area. Of this area 
Rent5 - 35-7 per cent is held by tenants paying rent in kind, 3-5 per 

cent, by tenants paying cash rents, and 7-0 per cent, by tenants paying at revenue rates 
only. 

For the purpose of ascertaining the letting value of the land, in other words, the 
net assets, it is only important to consider the rents in kind and the cash rents paid by 

teuants-at-will. 

The area held an kind rents is very much larger than that on which the tenant 
s a cash rent so that the estimate of the letting value must be based mainly on the 
data obtained from} the examination of the rents in kind- 

Not ably is the area held qn cash rents proportionately and actually small, but 
vrhot may be called a true cash rent, that is to say a rent, without ou the one hand any 
(inductions for relationship or other considerations, or on the other swollen by interest 
on debts aud mortgages, is taken on a still smaller area. Moreover much of the land 
which this full cash rent is taken is situated in the Nauabad area of Jammu and 
though useful ququgh for the, assessment of the Nauabad area is no indication of the 
true letting vaM in othcr parts of the tehsil. In preparing for the tract an estimate 
of pet assets, qf wfiich the State is entitled to one-half, the area and crops of Nauabad 
will be excluded. Special rates and value of sugar-cane and vegetable aud fodder crops 
r required for a trqe estimate of the assessment to be levied in this estate. More¬ 
over the pitch of the cash rental is so high in comparison to that prevailing elsewhere 
in the tehsil that its inclusion would vitiate the figures for the tract as a whole, 

25 An equal divisiqn of the produce between landlord and tenant after the deduc¬ 
tion of kamin’s dues is practically universal. But in the vast 
Rato o! Batai rent. majority of cases the tenant still retains the whole of the straw. 
No doubt in days gone by the value of the straw was comparatively insignificant. But 
the fact that the old custom still prevails shows the weakness of the proprietary body. 
Moreover the owmyr pays one-half of the abiana where the land is irrigated by the 
canal It would be difficult to find a tract where the tenant was able to retain such 
favourable terms. 
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Ramins’ Dues. 


26. A detailed account of the half net assets estimate based on the cash rental will 

CnsU, 7. ibti *u<i Cliakota given later, 

rents. 

A cash rent ( zabti ) is paid for a particular crop in the case of sugar-cane, cotton, 
vegetables, the produce of which being cut at different times cannot be conveniently 
divided. One-half of this rent will be taken in working out the half net asset estimate. 

Ohakota rents, equivalent to the estimated value of the produce of each 
particular crop by batai rent, are also found. 

27. Payments in grain are made in a greater or less quantity to many Kamins and 
other persons—Lohar, Tarkhan, Mochi, Nai, Dhobi, Jogi, 
Pujari, Mulla, Mirasi and others. Strictly speaking only the 

payments to the Lohar and Tarkhan, who are pre-eminently agricultural Kamins, should 
be deducted from the gross produce. Each of these Kamins gets 3 seers per gun at 
harvest in addition to a sheaf of grain for each plough. The grain yielded by a sheaf 
may be estimated at 12 seers in the Nahri and Abi villages, and 15 seers in Barani 
land. The total deduction from the gross produce on account of these two Kamins is 
between 3 and 4£ per cent. Rai Sahib Pandit Earn Dhan has added to these deductions 
a further deduction of per cent, to allow for other payments of the kind. The total 
deductions, which he considers should be made, amount to. about 6 per cent, in unirriga¬ 
ted villages, and from 3 to 4 per cent. on irrigated land. This is approximately the 
same as in the Sri Ranbirsinghpura tehsil. It may be noted that Mr. Talbot in his 
review, paragraph 22, considered that the deductions were as high as 10 per cent, in 
Sri Banbirsiughpura. But there appears to have been a miscalculation. 

28. Before considering the share of the gross produce to which the State is theore¬ 

tically entitled, that is to say, half of the rental calculated 
mate^ nBt asa8t e8ti ' according to rents in kind or pash rents, attention must he 

drawn to three points, firstly, it has been necessary to make a 
distinction between the valuable lands immediately surrounding the town of Jammu 
(where rents are high and a market is near at hand), and the ordinary lands in the 
remainder of the tract. Statistics of area, yield and rents have been prepared separate¬ 
ly for Jammu-Nauabad area, and will be considered after the situation in the rest of 
the tract has been reviewed. 

Secondly, in view of the policy which has been adopted by the State of assessing 
panal irrigated lands, in both the Jammu and Kashmir provinces, namely—to assess 
the laud so irrigated to a fixed laud revenue in its unirrigated aspect only, leaving the 
profits from caual irrigation to be assessed by means of fluctuating canal rate (abiana )— 
it has been necessary to value the produce of canal irrigated land as if it were un¬ 
irrigated. 

Thirdly, the lands cultivated by occupancy tenants of khalsa areas have been 
included in the statements. The position of these occupancy tenants who pay only 
revenue and malikana is practically that of malguzars in other tehsils. 

29. The valuation of the gross produce has been obtained in the usual manner 

subject to the special circumstances above mentioned. The 
Gross produce of the tract harvested area has been multiplied by the assumed yield per 

acre, and to the resulting outturn the assumed prices have 
been applied. 

The result is as follows:— 


Detail of Circle. 

Nahri. 

Abi. 

Barani. 

Total. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Gross produce ... 

5,34,262 

1,90,897 

71,470 

7,96,629 


After cousidering the deductions to be made on account of Kamins’ dues and the 
rates of rents in the kind prevailing in the tract we arrive at the net assets, or rental* 
to half of which the State is iu theory entitled. 
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SO. The prevailing rate of rent in kind (batai) is half, but in a few instances two- 
Prevailing rates of rent fifths is taken both on irrigated and unirrigated land, and in 
1 k' n<1, still fewer cases one-third is taken on unirrigated land, 

31. The resulting rental deduced from the above calculations may be seen from 


Resulting net assets, and 
theoretical State share. 

the following table : — 




Detai's. 


Nahri. 

Abi. 

Barani. 

V 

Gross produce 



100 

100 


Deduct Ramins’ dues 



4-2 > 

3-19 

6 29 

Net produce 



95 18 

96 81 

93 71 


( ( Irrigated 


5,584 

3,293 

3 


1 ■£■ i 

j 1 Barani 


2,028 

784 

1,340 

Area under different kind 

1 f Irrigated ... 

<# \ 

| 1 Barani ... 


70 

19 


rents. 


6 

12 

361 

1 

| f Irrigated 

1 Barani... 



13 

2 

... 


f Irrigated ... 


47-8 

48-5 

46’8 

Estimated owner’s share 






1 Barani 

... 

47’8 

48’5 

447 

•State share at.} of Col. 8 

f Irrigated ... 


239 

243 

23’4 

1 Barani 


239 

34*3 

22 3 


The value of the State share, that is to say the half net assets, for the tract under 
report (exclusive of the Nauabad area) in its unirrigated aspect, which is all that we 
are considering at present, is Rs. 1,36,733. This sum is arrived at, as regards land 
recorded as gora nahri and nahri, by applying the value of the State share on an acre 
of gora barani and on an acre of warhal I to the average cropped area of gora nahri 
and nahri respectively. 

32. A complete calculation of the standard State share according to cash rents is 
Half net asset standard Q°t satisfactory. The area held at true cash rents is small, 
by cash rent. being only 3T per cent, of the cultivation. On nahri land 

which was assessed at irrigated rates in the last settlement a higher rent is paid than 
on land assessed at unirrigated rates which has subsequently received canal irri¬ 
gation, because in the former case the water rate is paid by the owner in the shape of 
a wet land revenue assessment while in the latter the tenant is usually responsible for 
the abiana. This complication makes it difficult to calculate the rental for the whole 
area of canal land. On abi lands the rent ranges from about Rs. 9-4-0 on the 
manured soils to Rs, 7 on the ordinary lands per acre. Good manured barani soil 
is rented about Rs. 7-8-0 per acre, warhal I about Rs. 5 and warhal II at Rs. 4 
per acre. As will be seen later, these figures will be useful in calculating the pitch of 
abiana. But it will be advisable to refrain from any general calculation of the half 
net assets standard based on cash rents. In all eases it should be borne in mind that 
the best laud is not usually rented, 

33. The results of applying the half net assets estimate by kind rents to the 
Revenue rates deduced cultivated area of each class of soil excluding nahri soils 
from $ net assets. are as follows :— 


irrigated 


Gora Abi. 
Rs. a. p. 

8 5 7 
Sailab. 
Rs. a. p. 
3 4 1 


Abi. 

Rs. a. p. 

5 9 7 

Gora Barani. 
Rs. a. p. 
4 13 0 


Gora Chahi. 
Rs. a. p. 

9 10 7 
Warhal I. 
Rs. a. p. 
3 3 5 


Chahi. 
Rs. a. p. 
7 0 0 
Warhal II. 
Re. a. p, 
1 5 7 


Tin irrigated 
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The rates of last Settlement for the different soils were in the Andarwah :— 

Gora Nahri. Nahri. Gora Abi. Abi. Gora. Chahi. Ohahi. 
Irrigated ... Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

7 2 0 4 12 0 7204 12 0 720 72 0 

Sailab. Gora Barani. Warhal I. Warhal II, 
Unirrigated ... Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. i>. Rs. a. p. 

3.90 390 330 2 (5 0 

And in the Bharari circle— 

Gora Abi. Abi. Gora Chahi and Chahi. 

Irrigated ... Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

3 15 0 3 9 0 3 15 0 

Gora Barani. Sailab. Warhal I. Warhal IT. 

Unirrigated ... Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

3 3 0 3 3 0 2 15 0 I 10 0 

The revenue rates now proposed are as under:— 

Gora Nahri. Nahri. Gora Abi. Abi. Gora Chahi. Chahi. 
Irrigated ... Rs. a. p« Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p, 

° 4 12 0 3008 0 0 580 900 70 0 

Sailab. Gora Hail Barani. Warhal I. Warhal II. 
Unirrigated ... Rs. a. p. Rs, a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

3 4 0 4 12 0 3 0 0 2 0 0 

The revenue rate on Gora Nahri is taken to be the same as on Gora Barani and 
that on Nahri is taken at Rs. 3 per acre, the same rate as that proposed for Warhal 1. 
The rate for Warhal is practically the same as at last Settlement, indeed in a large 
part of the tract it has been decreased. But even so it is in marked contrast to the 
Barani rates, in the adjoining circles of the Sialkot District, assessed in 1915. In the 
Bajwat, Bet and Nianda circles of the Sialkot Tehsil the Barani ra£es are respectively 
Re. 1-10-0, Re. 1-13-0 and Re. 1-12-0. In the Bulandi circle of the Gujrat Tehsil assessed 
in 1913 the Barani rate sanctioned was only Re. 1-3-2 per acre. The Abi, rates are 
somewhat higher than those recently sanctioned for the Andhar I circle of the Kathua 
Tehsil. But assistance is given in this Tehsil by the district authorities in maintain¬ 
ing irrigation from the rivers, whereas in Kathua it has been decided to reduce the 
assessment which would otherwise have been imposed and to leave the zamindars to bear 
expenses of repairing their kuhls. The proximity of excellent markets, and a better 
water-supply also justify a higher rate than in Kathua. 

The rate on Warhal II may be thought too high in view of the figures given by 
the produce estimate. But the rate is no higher than at last Settlement, and the area 
is not large. When there is a crop at all the i roduce is. surprisingly good. 

34. At the introduction, of canal irrigation in 1964 the rates of abiana charged 
were in accordance with the orders issued in 1958, which 
Abiana. applied to all areas irrigated by the Ranbir canal. After 

the re-assessment of the Sri Ranbirsinghpura Tehsil in 1974, the schedule of rates 
proposed by Mr. Talbot in consultation with the Canal authorities was introduced 
in that Tehsil. But this schedule did not apply to the Jammu Tehsil, where the 
old schedule continued in force. In view of the rise in prices it was considered 
advisable in 1978 to introduce the schedule of rates sanctioned for the Sri Ran¬ 
birsinghpura Tehsil into those canal irrigated areas of the Jammu Tehsil which 
were not assessed at irrigated rates in the last Settlement. Certain protests have 
been received against the imposition of the enhanced rates, chiefly from villages 
which suffer from Ujara. 

The fixing of abiana on the Ranbir canal area where a variety of irrigated 
crops are grown in each harvest is a much more complicated matter than on the 
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Lai Kuhl and MarfcWnd canals of the Kashmir Province vVhe're for practical purposes 
it is only necessary to consider one irrigated crop— Shali. It is accordingly much 
more difficult to arrive'at the all-round incidence per .acre of anv schedule of canal 
rates. But the incidence of the original schedule in force in the Sri Ranbirsinghpura 
Tehsil up to 1974 and in Jammu till 1977 is estimated at Rs. 2-11-0 per acre. As 
already observed (para. 32) the rent of canal irrigated lands assessed at Abi rates 
in the expiring Settlement is considerably higher than that taken by landlords 
on land irrigated by the canal which pays only a Barani land revenue demand. 
"True cash rents on canal lands paying land revenue ftt Abi rates are tented at 
Re. 1-5-3 per Kanal or Rs. 10-10-0 per acre, while lands paying land revenue at Barani 
rates are rented, when irrigated, at Rs. 11-8-0 per Kanal or Rs. 5-13-4 per acre. Iq the 
former case the' landlord is responsible for the abiana and in the latter the tenant. 
The difference is Rs. 4-12-8 per acre. As both these rent rates were recorded before 
the partial introduction of the new schedule in 1 §78,'the inference is that the all- 
round incidence of the abiana should be at least Rs. 4 per acre. The estimated 
iucidence of the revised schedule introduced in 1978 is Rs. 4 per acre, so that the 
introduction of the schedule throughout th£ Tehsil may be considered justified, and 
should be carried out. 

It is, however,' noteworthy that according to these cAlcttlati'ons a further margin 
exists for enhancement of the Abiana on the Ranbir canal even in the Jammu Tehsil, 
and it is most advisable that an enquiry should be at once conducted with a view to 
discovering how rents have adjusted themselves in the Sri Ranbirsinghpura Tehsil 
since the new schedule* waJS introduced. It would fie impossible to take an increase 
on the present schedule in the inferior canal lands of Jammu before taking it in the 
more fertile lands of Sfi K&dbimngh'pura. 

While dealing with the question of canal abiana it has struck me that the 
schedule of rates has followed the schedules of the Punjab canals too closety, with 
the result that the rate on rice is too high and the rate on wheat too low. tn fli'6 
Punjab the abiana rate on rice is kept high admittedly to limit the growiug of this 
crop, on account of the great quantity of required water which might bfe finb're 
profitably applied to cotton growing. On the Ranbir canal there is no scarcity of 
water, rather the reverse,’ nor is there any possibility of increasing the area of cottoii 
to any marked extent within the limits of the State. Yet the rate charged for rice is 
more than double that charged for wheat. The raising of the rate oil wbe'ht may 
well be considered, and there should be no delay in taking up this question, fitst, 
for the Sri Raubirsioghpara Tehsil and then for Jammu. It should at the same 
be considered whether the rate on rice should not be lowered. I’hese are thfi qiiestidns 
in which the Canal Department must have a deciding voice. 

[Since the above was written in Assuj 1979 the enquiry proposed haft beta held, 
and a report submitted, which will shortly come under the consideration m die 
Darbar. I have not thought fit to alter the figures given in para. 39, rfijifesehting 
the estimated receipts from abiana according to the schedule of 1978 if introduced 
in all villages of the tract. But I may record my opinion that in view of the recent 
fall in the price of food stuffs, the disastrous effects of Ujara throughout the tract 
and the fact that it appears impossible to enhance the abiana rates at present in the 
Sri Ranbirsinghpura Tehsil, I consider that the new schedule introduced in 1978, 
though possible to defend on theoretical grounds, should not be enforced in any part of 
the tract except of course in mauza Nauabad. The rates for wheat and rice must 
be reduced. This question has been dealt with separately in considering the report oh 
-canM abiana lately submitted by Ch. Chatt&r Singh, Assistant Settlement Officer.] 
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chapter vir, 

Assessments. 


36. The imporb&nt statistics bearing on thw assessments are summarised iu the 

bearing Mi awess- following table 
ments. ° 


Details. 

■ 

ClRCL 

Abi. | 

ta. 

Barani, 

. 

Total 

Square miles 


Total 

58 

28 

23 

109 





Cultivation 

37 

14 

9 

60 

Percentage of cultivation 

4* 

. 

34 

129 

8-2 

65-1 

< 

( 


(GoraNahri ... 

8-6 

... 

... | 

58 


1 



N’aliri 

50'3 

... 

... 

36-4 


1 



Gora Abi 

•2 

76 

... 

1-fl 


)\ 

Irrigated 


Abi 

•7 

67 9 


166 

1 

‘3 



Gora Cbahl 

... 

... 

1 

•1 

A 

'3 



i Chabi ... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

8 \ 

< 

a 



i. Total 

88 8 

765 

■2 

<-08 


o 

bt 



Sail&b ... 

•8 

14 

4 0 

16 


5 

a 

o 



Gora Baranl 

21 

13 


3 


2 

£ 

Unirrigated 

...- 

W&rbal I 

id'i 

«*■*> 

to 

63 

281 





Warhal 11 

7-5 

4 8 

229 

9 

1 

[ 

{ 


i. Total 

81-2 

246 

99-8 

39-7 

Petceutage of BanJAr Cultivable 

••• ... ... 1 

138 1 

186 

27 6 

IPS* 



r Per squai e 

dlls ttf cdltl'mion 1 1011)... ^ 

566 

600 

] 482 ' 

638 

PopulaUon -jcuHlTationpe* plough ... 

7-8 

7’4 

l 

6 

rs 




(8own ... .- 

124 9 

110 

ii 2 a 

119-8 

Percentage on Cultivation ... * 

Matured ... ... 

104 ! 

87-4 

76-2 

969 




^Rharaba 

208 

226 

36 0 

237 


fOwnets 


... 

SO 8 

34-3 

20-9 

SOI 

g 

J'ree of rent ... 


•* •** •“ 

2 

•7 

1-9 

17 

-a 

tf . 

OcHupadcj ttertants 


•l> ••• a.. 

23-4 

10-4 

353 

22 

5. 


( Piling cAib refittt hevSHtm rates 

78 

6-4 

6-3 

7 

© 


j with or without Malikana. 





92 

& 


! Other cash rent 

2-7 

4 

6 4 

3-6 

as 

•*» 

8 

Non-occupaucy ...) .... 

Bent in Kina ... ... 

833 

462 

30 2 

35-7 

h 

S* 

1 

1 


t'btfcl 

«7 

848 

4M 

43 * 





r flock* 

81 

88 

no 

ftft 

Livestock square mile oi cuUivatiod * ' ttl 

614 

5$0 

640 

5*1 



( 


f Malkiyat 

2 

2-3 

2-6 

2-1 

, .... • » Owners 

Area per holding in , 

... 

1 Kasht ... 

1 4 

1-6 

17 

1-6 

acres. 

1 









( Occupancy Tehahlfi 

11 

16 

8'3 

16 





(■Mortgage 

16 

21 '2 

172 

17-4 

Transfer ner cent- on cultivation 


-I 









(.Sales ... 

16 2 

19 2 

17 

16 8 

Unae/cured debts (in rupees) ... 


... ... ... 

1,39,477 

62,943 

29,822 

2,22,242 

Mt&c&llaneous income 


h\h ... 

*75,163 

31,018 

20,281 

1,26,463 

Kalnfa'l in inches 


... 

... 

... 

... 

38-8 
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36. The result of the assessment proposed for the tract, excluding Nauabad (which 
will he dealt with separately) may be thus summarised. 
A cTutiug'ii a. P im P Naulbwl') half aet assets standard of assessment (calculating nahri 

crops at a barani value) is 1,36,733. The revenue rates (para. 
33) give au assessment of Rs. 1,32,979. But Rai Sahib Pandit Ram Dhau, after assess¬ 
ing every village separately, has arrived at the conclusion that Rs. 1,32,580 can be 
taken as a fixed dry assessment, as against a current fixed dry demand of Rs. 1,30,004. 
This dry assessment is recommended for sanction. This is an increase of only 1*9 p>er 
cent, and is 97 per cent, of the half net assets standard at dry rates. But on the other 
hand the new schedule of canal rates, which will now he introduced for all canal irri¬ 
gated laud iu the Tehsil, and not only, as at present, for land not assessed at abi rates, 
is estimated to produce some Rs. 75,000 as against a present average collection of some 
Rs. 50,000. The total proposed demand as estimated may be compared with th6 
current demand. 

Current demand (not in¬ 
cluding Mauza Nauabad). 


(1) fixed land revenue demand (ex- 


cludiug book credit to the 
Canal Department 

(2) Fluctuating abiana demand (10 
years average collections includ¬ 
ing book credit on land assessed 
at abi rates) 

Rs. 

1,30,004 

49,876 


(3) Total ... ... 

1,79,880 

Proposed demand. 

Increase. 

(4) Fixed land revenue demand (dry) 

(5) Abiana as estimated 

Rs. 

1,32,580 

74,983 

1-9 on (1) 

25% on (2) 

Total demand 

2,07,563 

15-4 on (3) 

As regards the fixed laud revenue demand it is sufficient to say that no great 
enhancement can be expected iu this Tehsil until the evil of TJjara is dealt with. If 
no remedies are applied the State will be fortunate not to see large areas of cultivation 
lapsing into jungle. 


37, As already explained it has been necessary to keep the statistics and assess¬ 
ment of the level and canal irrigated portion of Jammu town 
Jammu N’au.ibad. separate from the rest of the Maidani tract. In no estate 
has greater development taken place. The best caual irrigation has been extended to 
fertile soil ; supplies of manure are obtainable at comparatively Jow rates, a first rate 
market lies at the doors of the cultivators. State buildings and private residences are 
springing up in all directions. The value of land which can be leased as brick fields 
increases every day, while the soil is improved rather than damaged by these 
excavations. 

Hitherto the State has derived no direct fiscal benefit from improvements mainly 
due to State foresight and enterprise. Jammu Khas, the hilly and unirrigated portion of 
the City lands, is a separate estate and will be dealt with in the report on the unirri¬ 
gated portion of the Tehsil which will shortly be taken in hand. The present assess¬ 
ment of the prosperous lands included iu Jaramu-Nauabad is only Rs. 1,022-11-0 and 
the average collections for the abiana Rs. 903. The total cultivated area is compared 
with the figures of last Settlement as under :— 



Last Settlement 


Maliari, 

CJora Nahri. 

N'ahri 

0 ora Hail Barani. 

Warhal I. 

Warhal 11. 

Total. 


75 

201 

1 

152 


429 

42 

24 

a 

181 

... 

65 

1 

14 

326 
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It should be explained that the Gora Nahri and Nahri entries of last Settlement 
refer to irrigation done by a cut from the Tawi known as the Jogi Darwaza Nala. This 
cut was closed after Settlement, and the Abi Parla remitted. In 1965 the area was 
again irrigated by the Ranbir canal since which date abiana has been charged. 

Of this area 112 acres or 34 per cent, of the cultivation are held at cash rents which 
have been found on enquiry to represent a full and true cash rental. In the case of this 
estate the cash ■ rental will be of more value for assessment purposes than any calcula¬ 


tion based on kind rents. 

It will be observed that the cash rents for ordinary Nahri and Barani soils are 
approximately double those on similar soils in the remainder of the Maidani tract, 
while the rent of Maliari and Gora Nahri land is Its. 34 or Rs. 33 per acre. 


Tract. 

Details 

Maliari. 

Gora Nahri 

Nahri. 


Acres 

26 

6 

62 

Nauabad 

Total rent 

gs. 884 

165 

1,110 


Average rent per 
ucre. 

us. r>4 

33 

is 

Remainder of tract 

AvGrace rent per 
acre. 

Rs. ... 

16*4 0 

i 

10-7-3 



I deduce the following revenue rates from these figures of rental 


Maliari. 

Gora Nahri. 

Nahri. 

Warhal I. 

Warhal II. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

16 

16 

9 

6 

5 


and the resulting assessment on the assessable area will be 


Class of soil. 


Acres. 


Maliari 

Gora Nahri ... 
Nahri 
Warhal I 
Warhal II 

Total 


Amount. 



or taking the Nahri soils at a dry assessment of Rs. 6 and the Gora Nahri and Maliari 
at Rs. 10 an acre we get a dry assessment by rates of Rs. 2,178. 

Itai Sahib Pandit Ram I)ban lia ; arrived independently at a half net asset estimate 
for the assessable area based on kind rents of Rs. 2,834. The details are gi\ e u in state¬ 
ment No. XVII (11). 

His calculations of the revenue rates for dry assessment are as follows :— 

Maliari, Gora Nahri and Nahri. Warhal I. Warhal II. 


IP. 7 per acre 


3 
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The resulting assessment by his revenue rates is Rs. 2,096 and he proposes a dry 
land revenue assessment of Rs. 2,000. It must however be remembered that the unirri¬ 
gated Warhal soils are comparatively light and unprofitable, compared with the land 
irrigated by the canal. If the latter were unirrigated it would still be much superior 
to the ordinary Warhal. In order to allow for this undoubted difference in the soils 
and also to allow for possible short collections of cash rent in Warhal I in years of 
drought, .1 would propose that the revenue rates for the dry assessment exclusive of 
abiana stand a? follows :— 





23 


The area under private houses is not at present large, but it is likely to increase, 
and the State is, I think, justified in taking a share of the high rents obtained for 
brick fields. I would suggest that the Governor may be empowered to examine each 
individual case and propose for sanction a ground rent assessment of not less than 
Es. 10 per acre, assessments working out to less than Bp. 2 being exempt. 

39. The tjtal assessment proposed for the tract is as under:— 

Total assessments for 
the tract. 


Fixed land revenue assessment. 

Nahri 

villages. 

Abi 

villages. 

Barani 

villages. 

Total. 


g| I 

Es. 

Es. 

Es. 

Tract excluding Nauabad ... 

' 1 

47,165 

16,290 

1,32,580 

Nauabad 


... 

... 

2,200 

Total 

71,325 

47,165 

16,290 

o 

QO 

L- 

TH 

Fluctuating Abiana estimated (Schedule 
1978). 

* M | 

... 

... 


Tract excluding Nauabad^ 

74,983 


... 

74,983 

Nauabad 

1,766 

... 

... 

1,766 

Total 

7d, <49 

••• 

... 

76,749 

Grand Total, Land Eevenue and Abiana 

1,48,074 

47,165 

16,290 

2,11,529 


This is an increase of 2'8°/ 0 in the fixed land revenue assessment and an estimated 
increase of 51T°/ 0 in the Abiana demand, a total increase of Es. 29,723 or 16’37 0 . 

Some of the increase in Abiana has already been taken by the introduction in 
1978 of the Schedule sanctioned for the Sri Eanbirsinglipura Tehsil. This schedule 
will now be extended to all irrigation, whether previously assessed to a fixed land wet 
demand or not. 


40. All Settlement officials from the Settlement Officer downwards are unanimous in 
pointing out the failure of the Canal Department to supply 
canal water to villages formerly irrigated from buhls taking 
out of the Eavi and Chenab to the extent to which these 
accustomed. Some allowance must be made for the usual 
in irrigation arrangements. But it is I consider sufficiently 
old irrigators do not receive water in sufficient quantities 
to enable them to maintain the same area of rice cultivation as formerly, 
and in some cases irrigation for other crops is also in deficiency. There can be no 
question of insufficient supplies of water in the main canal, and the present 
state of the Sri Eanbirsinglipura Tehsil shows that a less liberal supply of water there 
would be a positive advantage. The defect lies mainly I believe in the construction 
of certain distributaries near the head of the canal, and the sooner this is remedied 


Working of canal ia 
the old irrigated villages 
of the Jammu l ehsil. 

villages were formerly 
dislike of any change 
established that these 


the better. 


41, Instalments of land revenue at present areas follows :— 

Instalments of land 
revenue 

Andarwah ... (<*) Kharif instalments —10 annas. 

(1) loth Katak to loth Maghar. 

(2) loth Poh to loth Magh. 

(b) Rabi instalments — 6 annas. 

(1) 15th Baisakh to 15th Jeth. 

(2) 1st Har to 15th Har. 
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Bharrari and Kcmdi... Kharif 8 annas Babi 8 annas, dates of collection as above. 

In Sri Ranbirsinghpura the dates sanctioned by order of His Highness the Maha- 
Taja Sahib Bahadur (No, 282 C. S., dated 3rd April 1922) were:— 

(a) Kharif \ 15th Poll to 15th Magh. 

(b) Rabi ^ 1st Har to end of Har. 

Rai Sahib Pandit Ram Dhan recommends that the same arrangements sanctioned 
for the Sri Ranbirsinghpura be adopted for this tract as well. I agree with him and 
recommend the proposal for sanction. 

42. The term of settlement should be twenty years from Kharif 1979. 

Term of Settlement. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


iWater mills. 


Miscellaneous Assessments. 

43. The returns show that 136 water mills are working in the tract. Of these 46 
are situated on the main Canal or its distributaries and are 
entirely controlled by the Canal authorities, who auction the 

mills annually. Forty-eight more are situated on nalas or streams which are partly 
natural and partly fed by surplus water from the Canal. Hitherto these mills have 
been controlled by the Revenue authorities. But the Canal Department are anxious 
to take them over, and there is no reason why they should not do so. Orders should be 
issued to this effect. Besides these two classes another forty-two mills are situated on 
Tawi k'uhls or Jchuds with which the Canal Department has no concern. Rai Sahib 
Pandit Ram Dhan is of opinion that 34 out of these forty-two mills should not be 
assessed as they are only worked by zamindars for their own purposes when the state 
of the floods admits. There are however 8 mills in Mauza Grol near Jammu city which 
are situated on a perennial branch of the Tawi, and are worked for traders’ profit. On 
.these he proposes to place as assessment of Rs. 12 per annum each as royalty. I pro¬ 
pose the resulting assessment of Rs. 96 for sanction. 

44. The circumstances of the tract as regards grazing do not differ greatly from 
those of the Sri Ranbirsinghpura Tehsil and the orders passed 
on that Tehsil may suitably be applied to this tract. No 

Kahcharai fees will be levied except on pack animals. These orders will not apply to 
the whole Jammu Tahsil, as special arrangements will have to be proposed for the 
hilly tract, the assessment of which is shortly to oe undertaken. 

45. Owing to the unfortunate spread of erosion in the lower hills, the area of which 
separate dialluvion assessments have to be made every year, 
is increasing. Fresh lists of villages subject to the action of 

hill torrents and rivers will be submitted separately for orders. 


Kahcharai. 


Di alluvion. 


Rakhs. 


46. Rai Sahib Pandit Ram Dhan calculates that if all rakhs in the tract, except¬ 
ing those belonging to the Military Department, were auc¬ 
tioned for cultivation, the State would gain over 54 lakhs of 
rupees, an annual addition to the laud revenue of Rs. 16,000. Such action would 
undoubtedly diminish the clause of Ujara. It is hardly necessary to mention once 
more the loss to the State owing to the leniency of assessment which injsome villages 
is duejsolely from-this cause. 


47. The question of malilcana to be paid by occupancy tenants is of some importance 
in view of the large area held by occupancy tenants under the 
Malikana. State. Rai Sahib Pandit Ram Dhan proposes that the orders 

passed as regards occupancy tenants in the Sri Ranbirsinghpura Tahsil should apply 
here. In accordance with the orders passed in 1916 (A. D.) by His Highness the Maharaja 
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Sahib Bahadur, conveyed in Chief Minister’s No. 6270, dated 16th December 1916, 
the rates will be— 

Class of tenants ... I. II. III. IV. 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a p. 

Nahri soil ... 040 046 050 056) Per rupee 

f of 

All soils except Nahri 030 036 040 0461 revenue. 

I recommend this proposal for sanction. 

48. Cesses should remain as they are at present until further orders, namely :— 
CesEt-s, 

Rs. a. p. 

Lambardari ... ... .„ 5 0 0 

Patwari ... ... ... 4 4 0 

Road ... ... ... 2 8 0 

School ... ... ... 0 12 0 

Total ... 12 8 0 per cent, of the Land 

- Revenue 

49. This report has beeu written from material supplied by the late Settlement 

,, , . Officer, Rai Sahib Pandit Ram Dhan. Before be retired from 

Conclusion. 

the service and was called upon to undertake important duties in 
Srinagar he had almost completed the work. But some revision was required, especially 
as regards abiana proposals. I, therefore, considered it advisable to re-write the whole 
report myself embodying in it any criticisms I should otherwise have made while writing 
-a separate review. I should like to bring to the notice of the Darbar that Rai Sahib 
Pandit Ram Dhan in spite of his having retired has not spared himself, but has 
readily placed himself at my service for any work in connection with the report for 
which it was necessary to ask assistance. The detailed village assessments have been 
carried out entirely by Rai Sahib Pandit Ram Dhan. 

The Darbar are already well aware of the conspicuous services of this officer, and I 
may be allowed to express the hope that in considering the proposals for dealing with 
his pension his consistently honest and praiseworthy labours during so many years may 
receive their full reward. 

I understand from Rai Sahib Pandit Ram Dhan that he received good assistance 
from S. Hari Singh, Assistant Settlement Officer, and from Lala Grokal Chand and S. 
Budh Singh, Settlement Tahsildars. The latter has certainly a great knowledge of and 
sympathy with the people of the tract, which though sometimes presented in an eccen¬ 
tric manner, is nevertheless always worthy of attention. Diwan Chand, 2nd Clerk of 
the Jammu Settlement Office and Thakur Munshi Ram have done good work in the 
preparation of statistics. 

In my own office Lala Ganpat Rai, Personal Assistant, has supervised the checking 
of statistics with his usual intelligence and thoroughness, and acknowledges the 
assistance of Lala Ram Rattan and Pandit Bishambar Nath. 

SRINAGAR: I A. M. STOW, 

> Seiilement Commissioner, 

Dated the 18th September 1922. ) Jammu and Kashmir State . 



Statement No. I (A)._Showing area in acres of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil (excluding Mauza Nauabad). 


20 


> 

H 

6 


u 


VoruAiqno ii?jox 


E 

i 


T^oj, 


CO ! CO 
si cm 


iS 

S3 


fO b« b- 

CO r -1 -4 

CO I T-i I O 

o' I 05 I cT 


2 2 8 

ifl I «o I ^ 

<o I 1 ‘o 


CD | SO W 

S i 8 I 2 

5 I CO ! CO* 


<35 


O — 

W CO I BJ 

CO I N ■ *t 


g is 

ic 1-0 


*r 

L-0 


So 1 

iO 1 

is Is 

O 1 o 

a 

I no { nr 

rh 


*11 


I 


o 

of 


o 

to 

cm 


<2 

cc 


2 


—i CC 


S2 !S 


— ID) 

«T I P-r 


g 8 S 

t* I »0 l *r_ 

W I CO j CO 


-r 

of 


linuwg 

l ! MI * JO 0 


to *- 


•q^lisg 


fe 

b» 

*-H 

117 

719 

CO 

to 

pH -T 

a § 

of 

to 

5 

f-H 

333 

tO 

C3 

3 fc 

rH- UO 

275 

O CO 

TT O 

CM o 

pH 

G03 

CM 

tO 

CO 


I»40X 


to I 

00 tO 


£3 

3s 


M CJ CM 


| «i°f) 

•lilies 


a 

b« 

◄ 

> 

e-* 

D 

Q 

7. 

D 




•■tl'filO 1 

126 


l ^ 

. 

- 

nr 

r 

b- 

CO 1 

nr 

»o CO . 

I-H I 

l £ 

i 

J !£ 

lqsit 

[tun Biog 

! 3 i 

° i 
1 

CO 

, 


n ! 
i 

<M 

a | 

” I 

3 

284 

r~* 

»— < 

•<qv 

CO 

CM 

| ^ | 

3 

3 

JO 

X) 

C5 

l" 

pH | 

1 :! 

lO 

: . i<o 

CO 

*r 

1 o 

*r 

JO 






to 

1 to 


1 


o' 

l •■» 

>9 V 

to 

«o ] 

t | 

l ' 

-r 

05 

o 

CO 

I s 1 


; 3 

o I 

NT 

b* | 

05 

CO 

1— 

•ijqBX 

CO 1 
40 

no 

13,689 

Is 

i”' 

9 

no 

o’ 

1 . 
i : 

1 : 8 

1 ■ 

1 .! , 5 

I : i ' =" 

111 

|- 

1 ^ 

b- 

1 CO 

pH 


•— 05 

O -T . 
fp 1 05 ) C> 


9 

of 


05 UO 

s Is 


•nny«H avtuKa 


•pip«f jBftiBa 


•mquinfl aiBqg 


•\J3JB ibiox 



! C5 1 

40 


CO 

S3 

CO 

Cl 

nr 


1 Cl 

to 

-r 

o 

nr 

! S 

CO 

w 

S 

s 

o 

HT 

2 

o 

*D 

CO. 


Cl 

so 

|2 1 

of 

CJ 

CP 


CO 

00 


s' 


3 

o 

CO 

!s 1 

oc 

CO 

CO 

1 

s 

s 

to 

Si 

05 

t- 

03 

b; 

CM 

e 

CM 

CO 

to 

8 

*.o 

uo 


of 

CO 

of 


co' 

CO 

03 

PH 


b-' 

l ! 








P— 






o 

to 

to 

PH 

~H 

f-H 

lO 

05 

03 





03 

CM 

nr 

05 

05 


SP 

to 

1-H 

|« i 

(N 



HJ1 





>" 

l'- 


1 CO | 

• O 


CO 

Ol 


to 

05 


lO 

to 

a5 

1 00 

nr 

§ 

rT 

o 

c- 


05 

3 

8 

s 

b-f 

i*’l 

ID 




irC 

nr* 

+? 

bf 

PH 

S' 

;2 





8 

05 

03 

b 

b- 

05 

pH 


1/5 

xi 

Is 1 

O 

CO 

s 

C5 

crj 

C5 

b- 

>o 

05 

S 

3 

CO 

<N 

S5 



CO 

b- 

UO 

HfT 

nr 

cf 

pH 

Cft 

—T 

1 CO 1 

CO 




pH 

PH 

f-H 

t> 

to 

to 


if 

<*-* 

o 


rt 

us 

o 

'jz 

* 

O 


o 

e* 


•S3 

a; 

$ 


*c 

& 


is 

**h 

o 


*838«niA JO lequillfl 


•ajoaio 5U9tnws8v 


Zj 

*-> 

C 

♦s 3> 

4^> 

4* a 

CJ ^ 

w 

"S 

a ® 

*-> 

fl « 

33 

QO 

4-3 

= 0 
i «; 

0> 

cc 

*3 

ai 

§ a 
t: » 

3 

CD 

*3 

Of) 

s a 

U <D 

s ^ 

CD 

t ® 

3 

rt 

J 

D 

CD ® 

J 

o ^ 

w x< 
in 

J 

rf> 

uD 

°I 


106 j 


Cl 

to 


nr 

CO 


CM 

o 

CM 


uq«\ 

''—,. 

— -V-—^ 

!>IV 


- ~v" — -^ 

ixiBjsg 

JO 1«50X 








STATEMENT' No. I (B.)—Showing area in acres of Mauza Nauabad of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tafesil. 
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STATEMENT No. II (A)._Showing Live-stock ami Population of-Maidani tract of Jammu tahsil (excluding Mauza Nauabad) 


as 



'IZGl 

jo stuuaa jad bb uojjBindoj 


1161 

jo «isuao *ed SB uojjBindoj 


•sniin J3i«M 


SUB.) 



1_ -09 poo M \ 

qSnold 

jad Baj« paiBA^ in o 98 bjoav 
eq8noid jo jaqranjj 


•B3JB pajBAllino “O 



*U8IB |B 10,| UQ 



£ 

00 

•vr 

S 

O 


00 


IQ 

to 



-WV0O 

deaqg 


•sAeJuioQ 


•sa|nR 

n^j j 

•8a 


•fleoiBgnq ejBjiJ 


•HOOjb 3nnoji 


•saojBjftiq jaod 


•jjooss 8nnoA 



s^oopnq ^obj 


•sqoonnq qBuojj 



§ a S 
S e 


a © 


™ TO 

*3 W 

JR *3 4 

CO © 


'90pif> auacneasBsv 




JUBJBg 














Statement No. II (B). — Showing Livestock and Population of Mauza Nauabad of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Taksil 


29 



•t(8no[d jad 

utue paivAiuno eiJW04.y 



•890[BJJtlq Mop 


! •eqoo'if Simo^ 

1 


























SlATBMENT No. Hi (A).—Showing tribal distribution of Proprietors in the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil (excluding Mausa Nauabad). 
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Statement No. Ill (B).—Showing tribal distribution of 1 roprietors of Mauza Nauabad of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahiil. 
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STATEMENT Xo. IV (A).—Showing tribal distribution of Tenants in the Maidani tract of the Jammu Talisil (excluding Mauza Xauabad). 
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Statement No. tv (A).—Showing tribal distribution of Tenants in the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil (excluding Mauza Nauabad)— {continued.) 
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NauaOad. Name of village. 
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Statement No. IV (B).—Showing tribal distribution of Tenants of Manza Nauabad 
of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil. 
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No. of Tenants 


Area 


Percentage 



Revenue in Rupees 


Details. 

Thakkar. 

Last Settlement 


Current 

16 


2 

Total ... 

56 

Cultivated 

51 


100 

77 


Statement No. V (A). —Showing sales since Settlement of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil (excluding Mauza Nauabad). 
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STATEMENT No. VII (A)—Showing Average area of Kharif crops (1975-77) in acres (excluding Mauza Nauabad). 
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Statement No. VII (B).—Showing average area of Kharif crops (1975—77) in acres of Mauza Nauanad of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil 
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Statemekt No. VIII (A).—Showing average area of Rabi crops (1976—78) in acres (excluding Mauza Nauabad). 
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Statement No. VIII (A).— Showing average area of Rabi crop., (1976—78) in acres (excluding Mauza Nauabad) — (continued.) 
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Statxmknt No. Vlli (B). —Showing average area of Rabi crops (1976—78) in acres of Mauza Nauabad of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil. 
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Statement No. X (A)._Showing cultivating occupancy of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil (excluding Mauza Nauabad). 
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Statement No. XI (A).— Showing cash rents of the Maidaui tract of the Jammu Tahsil (excluding Mauza Nauabad). 
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Statement No. XI (B).—Showing cash rents of Mauza Nauabad of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil. 


55 



CO 

oe 

O 

♦ 


& 

IN 


II 

a. ° 

(N tO 00 

CD t> 

M 

•i 

d, w 

£ 2 rt g 

N « M 

93 ^ 

•inning gnH wo 0 

: : 

•qsn«S 


■{qwqO 

i '• : 

•iqnqo ii*h «<>0 

: ; : 

rqv 


‘WV II«H 

: : i 

•uqn N 

62 

1,116 

Ks. a. p. 

18 0 0 

• f aq«N U*H *»°0 

5 

165 

Be. a. p. 

33 0 0 

*uq«£ u«H*Ff 

G* ° 

co -* j; o 

w §8 * 

00 '** 

« W 

Details. 

Area in Acres 

Total Kent in rupees 

Rent per acre 

■aSenjA io suit 

pttqviwtf 







56 


*5 

S3 

a 

a 

c3 

*-3 

0} 

43 


CJ 

<8 


§ 

T3 


s 

V 

A 


<D 

© 


t- 

i— 


rr 

J> 

os 


u 

c3 

-a 


03 

X3 

M 


a> 

p, 

'O 

a> 

•i-< 

p© 

tw 

O 


Ul 



W) 

r~f 

'$ 

o 

43 

CO 


H 


o 


H 

£ 

W 


ca 

H 

■*1 

H 

r/> 


a 

N 

P* 

-4 

ii iBqj»Ai 

© Q O 

® 5* «r* 

; : *-4 : <N <tt 

t 

489 

281 

287 

320 

350 

320 

tavdvq {is jj «iO0 

410 

420 

350 

370 

q^jisg 

o5 § § 

: : Si cS : co 

-iqsqO 

■ , i . . 8 

iqeqo ujoq 

I ■ 1, 

•iqv 

P24 

430 

400 

370 

iqv I!«H B30 9 

522 

440 

400 

450 

•uq^ 

xti © © 

© a> 

tm ^ : i co 

4 iJ(q«iJ ipH u-iOQ 

8 S 9 : s 3 

Z 

<1 

W 

« 

1 

•II I^qa-BJA 

'"jV : 1 : t 1 

I IS([4«A\ 

, : 1 ; I 1 

•lUTUBfl XV^H 'KJOQ 

5 8 8 

; : : o o 

q8(!«g 

643 

320 

420 

... 

500 

■iqBqO 

© © © 

© 00 o 

; IQ TP lO 

‘WV 

j 

r*4 O © © 

© *5 © © 

ifS © © us 

•iqy nefl *i°9 

© © O Q 

m> i-* © go 

r»* »o o 

•ijqo^ 

t— o © © 

-+ © O <N 

‘O © to 

•uqB® iinfl iuoq 

05 © © C 

© © GQ CO 

ITS © © lO 

^ « 
a <1 
a ttl 

age 
*Bg 
a § S 

fi J i! 

> * > 

P O 

sm a 

5 © 

Class of land. 

Assumed at last 
Settlement. 

According to crop 
experiments. 

fSri Kanbirsingh- 
j para. 

S 

•a 1 

S <{ Samba 

II 

"1 

I.Eathua 

Assumed here 





STATEMENT No. XII. — Showing rates of yield per acre Kharif harvest? (1974-—77) in seers oi the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil —( continued). 
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»TA.TKj4EHT JNo. XII.—Showing rates of yield per acre Kharif harvests (1974—77) in seers of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil— (continued). 
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Statement No- XII.—Showing rates of yield per acre Kharif harvests (1974—77) in seers of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil— (continued). 
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Statement No. XII.—Showing rates of yield per acre Kharif harvests (1974—77) in seers of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil— (concluded). 
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Statement No. XIII.—Showing rates of yield per acre Sabi harvests (1975-78) in seers of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil— (continued). 
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Statement No. xni. Showing rates of yield per acre Rabi harvest! (1975-73) in seers of the Maidaui tract of the Jammu Tahsil — (continued). 
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Statement No. XIV.—Showing the Sahukari prices in annas per maund of the Maidani tract, Tahsil Jammu, commencing from kharif 1953, 

ending with Babi 1977. 
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Statement No, XV.—Showing the Fasli prices in annas per maund of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil, commencing from Kharif 1953, ending with 

Rabi 1978 (Gazette Prices). 
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Statement No. XVI(A).—Showing estimated value of gross produce Kharif harvest of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil {excluding Mauza Nauaba). 

































Statement No. XVT(A). —Showing estimated value of gross produce Kharif harvest of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil (excluding Mauza Nauabad)- 
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Statement No. XVI(A).—Showing estimated value of gross produce Kharif harvest of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil (excluding Manza Nauabad)—( contd.). 
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Statement No. XVI(A).—Showing estimated value of gross produce Kharif harvest of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil (excluding Mauza Nauabad) (. oontd .). 
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Statement No. XVI(A).—Showing estimated value of gross produce Kharif harvest of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil (excluding Mauza Natiabad)—( contd.). 










































Statement No. XVI(A).—Showing estimated value of gross produce Kharif harvest of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil (excluding Mauza Nauabad) (conld ). 
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XVI(B).— Showing estimated value of gros» produce Kharif harvest of Maura Nauabad of the Maidani Tract of the Jammu TahsiL 
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Statement yoY^YIT(A).—Showing estimated value of gross produce Eabi harvest of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil 
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STATEMENT No. XVII(A).— Showing estimated value of gross produce Rabi harvest of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil 

(excluding Mauza Nauabad)—( continued). 
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Statement No. XVII(B).—Showing estimated value of gFoss produce Rabi harvest of Mauza Nauabad of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil. 
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Statement No. XVIII(B).—Showing half net assets demand and Rates and Revenue Rates proposed of Mauza Nauabad of the Maidani 

tract of the Jammu Tahsil. 











Statement No. XIX(A). —Abstract showing demand by Revenue Rates and demand proposed of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tabsil 

(excluding Mauza Nauabad). 
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Statement No, XIX(B), Abstract showing demand by Revenue Rates and demand proposed of Mauza Nauabad of the Maidani 

tract of the Jammu Tahsil. 
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OFFICE OF THE REVENUE MEMBER, 
JAMMU AND KASHMIR STATE COUNCIL. 


Revenue Member’s Review on the Assessment Report of the Maidani Tract of 

the Jammu Tahsil. 


1. The Assessment Report of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil, prepared 
bv* A. M. Stow, Esq., O.B.K., I.O.S., Settlement Commissioner, is submitted to His 
Highness the Maharaja Sahib Bahadar in Council for favour of consideration and 
orders. 

The Settlement Commissioner has collected sufficient materia), on which may 
safely be based our conclusions regarding assessments and other matters. It will, 
therefore, serve no useful purpose for me to reproduce or summarise what has been 
explained at sufficient length in the Assessment Report and its appendices. 1 have 
accordingly contented myself with recording my views briefly in the enclosed synopsis 
of points requiring orders of His Highness the Maharaja Sahib Bahadar in Council. 
There are, however, certain matters, in regard to which I consider it desirable to offer 
an explanation or criticism, and these are:— 

2. Damage by wild animals —The extent of damage caused by wild animals 
Paras, o, 14, 15 and so sheltered by the Rakhs and Belas, has been brought to 

of lisport. prominent notice by the Settlement Commissioner, and it would 

be agreed on all hands that it is necessary to adopt measures to stop the Ujara as 
early as possible. A statement is appended to this Note to show the various Rakhs 
and Relas, their areas, and the departments controlling them. The area of the Rakhs 
and Bdas situated in the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil amounts to 8,154 acres. 
The Settlement Commissioner was of opinion that the removal of the animals was the 
complete remedy. But if this was impossible the State must either allow the Rakhs 
to be broken up and cultivated or must face the expense of defending the existing 
cultivation by walls, ditches and barbed wires. The Governor of Jammu (Pandit 
Ram Chandra Dobey) thinks that the best course is for the State to allot adequate 
funds for forming separate enclosures to fence suitable areas at different places in the 
Relas, where the male and female animals could he kept separately. 

In my opinion it will cost a large sum to arrange for fencing these areas which 
it will be difficult to maintaiu except with a good deal of recurring expenditure. 
Removal of the animals is the solutiou of the problem and this can only be effectively 
done if the Rakhs and Belas are given out for cultivation. No other practical remedy 
cau be thought of. As remarked by the Settlement Commissioner and the Governor 
the Ujara has been affecting the assessments seriously in all the sub-montane tracts of 
Jammu and Kathua districts. Apart from the light assessment and the injury to the 
crops it may also be borne in mind that as remarked by the Settlement Commissioner 
in para. 46 of the Report, the State would lose an annual addition of lis. 16,000 in 
the shape of land revenue, besides the sum of 5i lakhs of rupees which the State 
would get by auctioning the Rakh la.ids (excepting Military Rakhs) for cultivation. 

The various departments under whose charge the Rakhs and Belas are, were 
addressed with a view to elicit their views as regards the feasibility of bringing these 
areas under cultivation. The Military Department, the Private Department of 
General Raja Sahib Bahadur, the Foreign and the Dharamarth Departments have 
replied so far. The Military Secretary to Cominander-iu-Chief states that the Rakhs 
under the Military Department, situated in the Jammu Tahsil, are being cleared of 
hedges and gradually brought under cultivation by the Remount Department. This 
method is expected to stop the harbouring of wild animals. If similar action is taken 
in regard to the areas in the charge of other departments, the Ujara will disappear in 
due course. The Foreign Department intimates that the Nagbani Rakh has been 
maintained as State Shikargah uaier orders of llis Highims, the Maharaja Sahib 
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Bahadar and that the Shikargah Department cannot afford the expense of enclosing 
the Rakli by a fence and tar bed wire. A copy of the reply of the Chief Secretary 
to General Raja Sir Harisingb Sahib Bahadar, K.O.I.E., K.C.V.O., as well as of the 
Departments mentioned above is enclosed. A separate report in the matter will be 
submitted to the Darbar later on. 

On the subject of Ujara I would like to appeal to the Council for doing some 
substantial relief to the agriculturist community of the villages mostly affected by 
the ravages of the wild animals. The abiana rates in the Tahsil of Jammu were 
raised by half av much last year inspite of the protests of the zamindars. It was 
very easy for the Canal authorities to say that they must raise the abiaria rates of 
the water used by the zamindars. So far so good. But no remission of abiana is 
granted to the zamindars whose mature crops are destroyed by the wild animals in a 
single nig t when owing to sickness or otherwise the wretched zamindar happens to he 
away from the field. The harrowing picture of the peasantry drawn by Mr. Stow 
in para. 5 of his Report is free from exaggeration. The cry is not a new one. It was 
first raised by Mr. (now Siv> Walter Lawrence. It was taken up by Major Kaye and 
repeated with greater emphasis by Mr. 'Talbot. The growing years are aiding to the 
number of these animals and the proverbial last straw for breaking the back of the 
zamindars is approaching nearer. I may aid that if uo beginning is male to carry 
out some effective remedial measures in this behalf the Stare will have to face the 
problem of lowering the revenue rates in this tract of the Jammu Tahsil. 

3. Communications .—The Settlement Commissioner while mentioning the 
development of the communications of the tract, has not 
i, K ’ referred to the Bauihai Cart Road, presumably because the 

Banibal Cart Road does not pass through this tract. It is true that this road only 
touches the Maidani lands of the Jammu city ; but as the road is destined to play 
a great part in the development of the Jammu city, which can easily absorb all the 
surplus grain and other produce of the tract underlreview, its mention would not have 
been inappropriate. The more the Jammu city flourishes the more pressing will be 
its demands on the produce of the tract—which cannot but lead to more intensive 
cultivation and better prices. It may also be note! that the brunt of Begar has 
considerably mitigated as a result of the opening of the Banihal Cart Road. 

Two other roads deserve passing notice, viz :— 

Jasrota Road .—The road, if improved, will facilitate traffic with Samba, 
Jasmergarh and Kath.ua ilakas aid leal to their prosperity. There are of eour.-e 
difficulties in effecting improvements to this road, as five great streams besides 
numerous hill torrents, cross this line, to bridge which is not an easy ta-k. Still 
by the use of Irish bridges in the river beds and by met ailing the road the Public 
Works Department can turn it into a fairly good Tonga road. 

Old Akhnur Road —In this connection it may be added that the road along the 
Ranbir Canal is in need of improvements especially where the streams cross this 
line. 


The estimate amounting to Rs. 24,o42 for me'alling the Jarnrau-Akhnur read 
has been sanctioned by the State Council, pending provision of funds. 

4. Arrears .—The question of the accumulation and the realisation of arrears is 
receiving my attention, and I will sepa a’elv report the result 
11- of the enquiries instituted in the ma ter to the S: ate C >uneil. 

An Extra Settlement Tahsildar is devoting his undivided attention to (his ca^e and 
scrutinising the Dehwar Accounts. 


5. Ownership and Occupancy.—In the period between the two Settlements, 
lfi-5 per cent of the total cultivated area has been sold and 
Taras. 14 aid .. 17*5 per cent mortgaged ; while similar figures for transactions 

in occupancy tenants amount to 3-4 and DO respectively. In satribaf. 19^2, 44-3 per 
cent of the laud, was cultivated by the owners themselves, 16*7 per cent by occupancy 
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tenants, while 39 per cent was cultivated by the tenants at will. At present only 30’1 
par cent, of the cultivation is held by owners cultivating with their own hands, 22 per 
cent, is cultivated by occupancy tenants and 47‘9 per cent, by the tenants-at-will. 
These proportions are consi ierably higher than in Sri Ranbirsinghpura Tahsil where 
it was considered necessary to introduce the Land Alienation Regulation. This state 
of affairs calls for serious attention. 

To ascertain what tribes and classes have been parting with their lands, I have 
had Dehwar statements of sales and mortgages for the period intervening between 
the two Settlements prepared. An abstract of these statements is appended to this 
memorandum. It will be seen from the abstract that the ownership has been passing 
away from the old owning tribes and classes to non-agriculturists, i.e. Sahukars, etc., 
who do not cultivate with their own hands. From enquiry made I find, however, 
that the tendency to part with ownership is becoming less apparent of late years ax d 
the institution of Co-operative Credit Societies in the tract has contributed much 
towards stopping the land owning classes from resorting to part with their lands. 
If the Co-operative Credit system is extended throughout the ilalca, it is calculated 
to ameliorate the condition of these classes as no other measure can. 


6. Principal Crops .—The decrease in the area of Dhan is reported upon, which 
appears to be due chiefly to two causes, viz :— 


Para 21 


(i) The abiana rate for Dhan is said to be high, while that of wheat is 
comparatively lighter. 

(ii) Formerly the rice lands used to get water freely from the zamindari 
Kuhls, while the supply through the Canal Department cannot be so 
free. 


1. Earnin’s dues .—No detailed statement has been given to work out the 
percentage for Ramin's dues from the gross produce. But the 
facts and figures given in the Report lead me to the conclusion 
that the percentage deduced seems to have been correctly pitched. 


Para. 27. 


8. Revenue Rates .—I agree to the revenue rates as now revised by the Com¬ 
mittee, viz., Rs. 4.-12-0 for Qora Nahri, as well as to the rates 
for other classes of soil a3 proposed by the Settlement Com¬ 
missioner and agreed to by the Committee. 


Para. 33. 


9. Abiana .—As required by the State Council in their Resolution No. 30, dated 

the 27th Bebruary, 1923, Chaudhri Chatter Singh, Wazir 
Para. 34. t 

Wazaratand Assistant Settlement Officer, Jammu, has submitted 

his report of enquiry on the abiana rates in the Tahsils of Sri Ranbirsinghpura and 

Jammu The report is under discussion with the Irrigation Department and will 

shortly be submitted to the Darbar for orders. In view of the recent fall in the prices 

of food stuffs and the great extent of the damage done to crops by the wild beasts, the 

Settlement Commissioner is of opinion that the schedule of abiana rates introduced 

in the Jammu Tahsil in S. 1973 should not be enforced as it stands at present in any 

part of the Maidani tract of the tahsil except in Mauza Nauabad. 

I think the present rates may continue until the Darbar orders on the special 
Report on abiana are passed and enforced. 


10. Rates for Nmabad .—I agree to the rates now revised by the Settlement Com¬ 
missioner after discussion in the Committee, viz.: — 


Para, 37. 


Maliari and Gora Nahri 
Nahri, 

Warhal I ... 

Warhal II ... 


R J . a. p. 
10 0 0 
6 8 0 
5 8 0 

3 0 0 
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I also concur in the views of the Settlement Commissioner that ahiana rates for 
Ponda (sugarcane) and vegetables may be Rs. 11 and Rs. 6 respectively instead of 
Rs. 7 and Rs. 4 as at present. 

II. Assessment on building land and brickfields The Settlement Commissioner 
has been asked to report the extent of the various areas uuder 
buildings and gardens or kept as waste lands to be utilised for 
building purposes as well as for the area based for brick manufactures. Information 
has also been called for as regards the conditions on which each plot is held at 
present, and whether these conditions may be changed. His report is still awaited. 
It will be submitted to Council as soon as complete information is in hand. 

12. The statements below give areas with details under the control of the various 
State Departments. The assessment of these areas according to the rates assumed for 
the tracts comes to Rs. 1,699-12-0 as given in the statements. 
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Abstract showing demand by Revenue rates and demand proposed of the Maidani Tract of the Jammu Tahsil 
(excluding Mauza Nauabad). (Revenue Member’s review, para. 13.) 



Abstract showing demand bj Revenue rates and demand proposed of the Maidani Tract of the Jammu Tahsil 
(excluding Mauza bauabad). (Revenue Member’s review, para. 13)— (continued). 
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90.6-33 12 0 j 745 8 0 ! 91,399 4 0 1,826 8 0 133 4 0 1,959 12 




Abstract showing demand by Revenue rates and demand proposed of the Maida ii 'Iraet of the Jammu lahsil 
(excluding Mauza Xanabai). (Revenue Member’s review, para. 13)— (continued). 
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Abstract showing demand by Revenue Rates and demand proposed of Mauza Nauabad of the Maidani Tract of the Jammu Tahsil. 

(Para. 13, Revenue Member’s review.) 
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According to'these-statements the assessments proposed come to Rs. 1,32,580 for 
the Maidaii tract and Rs. 2,200 for Mauza Nauabad against the current demand of 
Rs. 1,30,001 and Rs, 1,023 respectively, giving an increase of 1*9 aid llo'O. The 
assessments on lands under the control of different departments have not been taken 
into account in the above figures of the p.-oposei assessments. 

If assessments on water mills be included, the total demand would amount to 
Rs. 1,34,876 for the whole tract. 


14. 


Para. 42 


Term of Settlement. —The term of Settlement may be twenty years as reported 
by the Settlement Commissioner but it may be enforced from 
Rabi 1931. 


15. Notice of Officers. —Mr. Stow, the Settlement Commissioner, Las taken much 
pains and care in writing this Assessment Report himself and 
has endeavoured to lay before the State Council statistics which 
will enable the Darbar to satisfy themselves as regards the proposed assessments, Mr. 
Stow deserves the acknowledgment of the industry and care he has devoted to this 
work. 


Rai Sahib Pandit Ram Dhan has been mentioned by Mr. Stow as giving assistance 
to the latter even after he had retired from the Settlement Department, 

I endorse Mr. Stow’s remarks about the Settlement Officials noted by him. 
Besides Sardar Hari Singh, Officiating Settlement Officer, Jammu, has proved useful in 
bringing to my notice a few suggestions which have resulted in recasting my review. 

Iu checking the figures of this complicated assessment I am indebted to my 
Secretary, Malik Sher Mohamad Khan, who worked hard in going through details. 

JANAK SINGH, 

Revenue Member, 

Jammu and Kashmir State Council. 



Abstract showing percentages of area (ownership and cultivating occupancy) of different tribes of mortgagors and mortgagees in the 

Maidani Tract of the Jammu Tahsil (Revenue Member’s Review, para. 5.) 
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Abstract Mq percentages of area (ownership and cultivating occupancy) of different tribes of vendor and purchaser 
in the Maidaui Tract of the Jammu Tahsil (Revenue Member’s review, para. 5). 
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Synopsis of points regarding Assessment Report of the Maidani Traet of the Jammu Tahsil requiring orders of the Darbar. 
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taking it in the more fertile lands of Sri 
Kanbirsinghpura. 

The question of raising the rate on wheat and 
that of lowering the rate for rice should be 




12 Assessment proposed (ex- i 36 Proposes a fixed dry assessment of Rs. 1,32,580 Agrees ... ... .. Sanctioned, 

eluding Mauza Naua- : for the tract excluding Manza Nauabad, 

bad). ■ which is recommended for sanction. This 
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The Settlement Commissioner believes that the 
defect lies in the construction of certain dis¬ 
tributaries near the head of the canal, and 
the sooner this is remedied the better. 
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Synopsis of points regarding Assessment Report of the Maidani Tract of the Jammu Tahsil requiring orders of the Darbar— (concluded). 
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Extract from the proceedings of a special meeting No. SO of Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir State Council held at Srinagar on Tuesday the S7th May 1934 at 4-30 p.m. 


XVI. Bead/ * 


XVI, Resolved. 


Revenue Department Memo. No. S. 898, dated the 
18th March 1924 stating that the Assessment Report 
of the Maidani tract of the Jammu Tahsil prepared 
by A M. Stow, Esquire, O.B.E., I.C.S., Settlement 
C< nissioner, was submitted to His Highness in 
< oil with certain changes by the Revenue Mem- 
b. in August last. His Highness the Maharaja 
Sahib Bahadur ... Council was pleased to appoint a 
S iect Committee of the marginally noted officers 

to go into the 

1. Yhe Revenue Member 

2. The Member for Commerco revised settlement 

and Industries, „ _ j „l _- , . 

3. The Settlement Commissioner. aQ d submit their 

report. 


That the recommendations of 
the Select Committee appointed to 
go into the revised settlement of 
the Maidani Tract of the Jammu 
Tahsil be accepted. Further that 
action be taken on the points 
given in the Synopsis as indicated 
against each. 


The Committee have fully discussed the Assess¬ 
ment proposals and the Settlement Commissioner 
now submits his revised proposals as settled by the 
Committee according to which the Assessments pro¬ 
posed amount to R?. 1,32,580 for the Maidaini tract 
and Rs. 2,200 for Mauza Nauabad, against the cur¬ 
rent demand of Rs. 1,30,004 and Rs. 1,023, respec¬ 
tively, giving an increase of 1‘9 and 115*0. 

According to the Revenue Member’s former 
Memo, the proposed assessments on the Maidani 
Tract and the Nauabad Mauza were Rs. 1,34,638 and 
Rs. 2,625, respectively. The Revenue Member agrees 
with the Committee’s decision and submits the 
revised Assessment Report as prepared by the Settle¬ 
ment Commissioner together with the revised Review 
and the Synopsis of points requiring orders of His 
Highness the Maharaja Sahib Bakadar in Council. 


Priuted at the Pioneer Press, Allahabad by C. G, Habpis, No. 1543—24-3-26. 



